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I beloucd sisteii Ifijances finished r^evieinQ 
I pi;ogtg qI this boob shoiithj befot^o hei; 
path on Mbit ^uesdag, lune 3, J879, but 
I publication was to be t]eEer|iieti till the 
tHtunin. 

fin appijeciation ot tlie deep and c|cnei|iil 
Igmpathg flowin^i in to het; iielatiuos, they 
fob that its publication should not be with- 
illd. Knowing bci| intense desire that (^hirist 
Mild be magnified, whcthci] bij her lite Oij 
1^ h8i| death, maij it bo lo iiis gtoim that in 
B paQas she, being dead, 
'"Jet speabethl' 
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Take my heart; it it Thine ow 
ll shall be Tliy royal throne. 



CHAPTER J. 



<9ur 3ltbei9 ficpt for 3csu9. 



TANY a heart has echoed tlie little song: 



[ yet those echoes have not been, in eveiy 
B and at all times, so clear, and full, and 

, so continuously glad as we would- wish, 
\ perhaps expected. Some of us have said- 



Bafler a little we have found, or fancied, tliat 

is a hidden leak in our barque, and though 

e doubtless still afloat, yel we are not sail- 

(iwUh the same free, exultant confluence as 

What is it that has dulled and weak- 

L^ echo of our consecration song? what 
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IB the Httie leak that hinders the swift and baoj 

mt course of our consecrated Hfe? Holy Fa 

flftier, let Thy loving Spirit guide the hand t 

■.writes, and strengthen the heart of every < 

pwho reads what shall be written, for Jesus' s 

While many a sorrowfully-varied answer 1 
' these questions may, and probably will, 
I '6om touched and sensitive consciences, 
• being shown by God's faithful Spirit the s 

L, the special yielding to temptation which h 
E-hindered and spoiled the blessed life which ti 
I sought to enter and enjoy, it seeras to me t 
' one or other of two things has lain at the ouS^ 
» «et of the failure and disappointment 

First, it may have arisen from want of t 
mpl&!t belief in the simplest &ct, as w^ 'fl 
liant of trust in one of the simplest and plal 
Biest words our gracious Master ever uttered 1 
[tinbelieved fact being simply that He hears i 
the untrusted word being one of those plain, ^ 
broad foundation-stones on which we rested onr 
whole weight, it may be many years ago, and 
which we had no idea we ever doubted, or were 
in any danger of doubting now, — 'Him that 
Cometh to Me I will in no wise cast out.' 

'Take my lifel' We have said it or sung it 



■^tft'l 
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before the Lord, it may be many times; but if 
it were only once whispered in His ear with flill \ 
purpose of heart, should we not believe that Ho I 
heard it? And if we know that He heard it, I 
should we not believe that He has answered it, I 
and fulfilled this, our heart's desire ? - For with. 3 
Him hearing means heeding. Then why shouid I 
we doubt that He did verily take our lives when q 
we offered them— our bodies when wc prcsei 
them ? Have we not been wronging His iaith- 
fdlness all this rime by practically, even if'un- I 
consciously, doubting whether die prayer ever ] 
really reached Him ? And if so, is it any won- 
der that we have not realized all tlie power and J 
joy of full consecration ? By some means c 
Other He has to teach us to trust implicitly at J 
every step of the way. And so, if we did not ' 
really trust in this matter, He has had i 
us find out our want of trust by withholding the \ 
sensible part of the blessing, and thus stirring ua ^ 
np to find out why it is withheld. 

An offered gift must be either accepted or re- | 
fbsed. Can He have refused it when He 
Bsid, 'Him that cometh to Mc I will in no - 
cast out ' .'' If not, then it must have been a 
cepted. It is just the same process as when 

ite to Him first of alL with the itUolenJa^ lui 



den of our sips. There was no help for it boft' 
to come with them to Him, and take His woEtt',' 
for it that He would not and did not cast us out 
And so coming, so believing,- we found rest tft 
our souls; we found that His word was true, and',, 
that His taking away our »ns was a really. 

Some give their lives to Him then and ther^ 
and go forth to live thenceforth not at all unl( 
themselves, but unto Him who died for them 
This is as it sliould be, for conversion and con 
sectation ought to be simultaneous. But pn^ 
tically it is not very often so, except with thoa 
in whom die bringing out of darkness into n 
vellous light has been sudden and dazzling, a 
full of deepest contrasts. More frequently I 
work resembles the case of the Hebrew Servai! 
described in E.xodus xsi., who, after six ye^ 
experience of a good master's service, dedii^W 
himself voluntarily, unreservedly, and irrevoft 
biy to it, saying, ' I love my master; I will ah 
go out free;' the master then accepting and sea 
ing him to a life-long ser\'ice, free in law, yi 
bound in love! This seems to be a figure t 
later consecration founded on experience an 

And yet, as at our fiist coming, it is less than 
nothing, worse than nothing that we have to 



for our'fevea, even our redeemed and 
fdoned lives, aj*^ not only weak and worth- 
less, but defited anit sinful. But thanks be to 
God for the Aliar'itli^ sanctifieth ih^jgift, even 
oiii Lord Jesus OvislVHiniself I Byi Him we 
diaw nigh unto Goi lo^.^im, as que with the 
Father, we offer our^vin^. sacrifice/ in Him, 
as the Beloved of the ''^ther.Ni^^^jibw it is ac- 
cepted. So, dear friertds\whcii bnce He has 
wrought in us the desire ^t)s be altogether His 
own, and put into our hearts^lbe prayer, ' Take 
ray life,' let us go on our wa)\ rejoicing, believ- 
ing that He Aas taken our livA o.ui hands, our 
feet, our voices, our intellects, ^ur wills, our 
whole selves, to be ever, only,_all fSr Him. Let 
us consider ihata.-blcsW(lTy settled thing; not be- 
cause of anything we liave felt, or said, or done, 
hot because we know that He heareth us, and 
because we know that He is true to His word. 



But suppose our hearts do not condemn us in 
this matter, our disappointment may arise from 
another cause. It may be that we have not re- 
ceived, because we have not asked a fuller and 
further blessing. Suppose that we did believe, 
thankfully and surely, that the Lord heard our 
irayer, and that He did indeed answer and ac- 
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cept us, and set us apart for Himself; and y 
we find that our consecration was n 
miserably incomplete, but that we have drifb 
back again almost to where we were befon 
Or suppose things are not quite so bad as tha 
still we have not quite all we expected; and ert 
if we think we can truly say, 'OGod, my b 
is fixed,' we find that, to our daily sorrow, £ 
how or other the details of our conduct do m 
seem to be fixed, sometliing or other is perpeb 
ually slipping through, till we get perplexed a 
distressed. Then we are templed to wond 

■- whether after all there was not som 

about it, and the Lord did not really take us 

L our word, althougli we took Him at His wor 

Lnd then the struggle with one doubt, and e 

Rbnglemcnt, and temptation only seems to lai 

n anotlier. What is to be done then? 

First, I think, very humbly and utterly honesl 

I'ly to search and try our ways before our Godj- 
or rather, as we shall soon realize our helplesaj^ 
ness to make such a search, ask Plim to do it ft 
us, praying for His promised Spirit to show v 
unmistakably if there is any secret thing wit 
us that is hindering both the inflow and out- 
flow of His grace to us and through us. Do 
not let us shrink from some unexpected flash into 
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laTt comer; do not lei us wince at the sudden 
jQcbing of a hidden plague-spoL The Lord 
always does His own work thoroughly if we 
will only let Him do it; if we put our case into 
His hands, He will search and probe fully and 
finnly, diough very tenderly, Very painfully, it 
may be, but only that He may do the very thing 
we want, — cleanse us and heal us thoroughly, 
so that we may set off to walk in real newness 
of life. But if we do not put it unreservedly into 
His hands, it will be no use tiiinking or talking 
about our li^ves being consecrated to Him. The 
heart that is not entrusted to Him for searching 
■will not be undertaken by Him for cleansing; 
flie life that fears to come to the light lest any 
deed should be reproved, can never know tiie 
blessedness and the privileges of walking in the 
light 

But what then ? When He has graciously 
again put a new song in our mouth, and we 

Ringing, 

Ransomed, healed, reslored, forgiven, 
Who like me 1-Iis praise should siag?' 



ain with fresh earnestness \' 



- saying, 
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we only to look forward to the same dis 
f pointing experience over again? are we alw 
Frto stand at ihe threshold ? Consecration is 
r 80 much a step as a course; not so much an i 
as a position to which a course of aci 
arably belongs. In so far as it is a course and 
position, there must naturally be a definite e 
trance upon it, and a time, it may be a momen 
f vhen that entrance is made. That is when i 
'Take'; but we do not want to go on taj 
a first step over and over again. What l 
flirant now is to be maintained in that positia 
pvid to fulfil that course. So let us go on to a 
I other prayer. Having already said, 'Take a 
L life, for I cannot give it to Thee,' let us now sa 
L with deepened conviction, that without Christ i 
f. teally can do nothing, — ' Keep my life, for I ca 
not keep it for Thee.' 

Let us ask this with the same simple trust 
which, in so many other things. He has so li 
, erally and graciously responded. For this is t 
■ confidence that we have in Him, tliat if we ask 
anything according to His will. He lieareth us; 
and if we know that He hears us, whatsoever 
we ask, we know that we have tlie petitions 
that ye desired of Him. There can be no 
doukt that this petition is according to His 
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ill, because h is based upon many a promise, 
lay I give it you just as it floats through my 
Wa mind again and again, knowing whom I 
ave believed, and being persuaJed that He is 
ifc fo beep that which I have committed unto 
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Keep my love; my l-ord, I gour ^H 

At Thy Tect its treasure-store. ]H 

Keep myself, that I may be ^M 

I Ever, ort/y, all for Thee. .fl 

[ Yes ! He who is able and willing to tafa^f 

r snio Himself, is no less able and willing ^H 

f keep for Himself. Our willing offering has be^H 

r. made by His enabling grace, and this our Ki^H 

has 'seen with joy,' And now we pray, 'Kd^| 

this for ever in the imagination of the thoi^^^H 

of the heart of Thy people' (i Chron. sxix. ^^M 

1 m- ■ 

L This blessed 'taking,' once for all, which ^^M 

I oiay quietly believe as an accomplished fact, f^^| 

[ lowed by the continual 'keeping,' for which H^' 

[ will be continually inquired of by us, seems anal- 

I ogous to the great washing by which we have 

I part in Christ, and the repeated washing of the 

I feet for which we need to be continually coming 

I to Him. For with the deepest and sweetest con- 

K.Bciouaness that He has indeed taken our lives 

I to be His very own, the need of His active and 

actual keeping of them in every detail and at 

■every moment is most fully realized. But then 

we have the promise of our faithful God, ' I the 

Lord do keep it, I will keep it night and day.' 

The only question is, will we trust this prom- 



ise, or will we not? If we do, we shall find it 
come true. If not, of course it will not be real- 
ized. For unclaimed promises are like uncashed 
cheques; they will keep us from bankruptcy, but 
not from wanL But if not, why not? What 
right have we to pick out one of His faithful say- 
ings, and say we don't expect Him to fulfil that? 
What defence can we bring, what excuse can we 
invent, for so doing ? 

If you appeal to experience against His feith- 
fuhiess to His word, 1 will appeal to experience 
too, and ask you, did you ever really trust Je- 
sus to fulfil any word of His to you, and find 
your trust deceived ? As to ihe past experience 
of the details of your life not being kept for 
Jesus, took a little more closely at it, and you 
■will find that though you may have asked, you 
did not trust Whatever you did really trust 
Him to keep, He has kept, and the unkept 
thil^ were never really entrusted. Scrutinize 
this past experience as j-ou will, and it will 
only bear wimess against your unfeilh fulness, 
never ag'jinst His absolute faithfulness. 

Yet this witness must not be unheeded. We 

must not forget the things that are behind till 

they are confessed and forgiven. Let us now 

^bring all this unsatisfactory past experience, ami. i 
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' most of all, the want of trust which h 
the poison-spring of its course, to the preciotj 
blood of Christ, which cleanseth us, even ai 
from all sin, ei'en this sin. Perhaps we nev« 
saw that we were not trusting Jesus as He da 
serves to be trusted; if so, let us wondering 
hate ourselves the more that we could be i 
trustless to such a Saviour, and so sinfully da; 
and stupid that we did not even see it. A 
oh, let us wonderingly love Him [he more t] 
He has been so patient and gentle with ua, t 
braiding not, though in our slow-hearted foi 
ishness we have been grieving Him by this s 
tie unbelief; and then, by His grace, may i 
enter upon a new era of experience, our li'9 
kept for Him more fully than ever before, 
cause we trust Him more simply and i: 
edly to keep them I 

Here we must face a question, and perhapj 
difficulty. Does it not almost seem as if i 
were at this point led to trusting to our t 
making everything hinge upon it, and therd 
only removing a subtle dependence upon oui 
selves one step farther back, disguising instead 
of renouncing it? If Christ's keeping depends 
upon our trusdng, and our continuing to tnisi 
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xm ourselves, we are in no be 
r position than before, and sliall onl} 
landed in a fresh series of disappoinlmenls. The 
old story, something for the sinner to do, crops 
up again here, only with the ground shifted 
from 'works' to trust. Said a friend lo me, 
'I see now! I did trust Jesus to do everything 
else for me, but I thought that this trusting 
was something that / had got to do.' And so, 
of course, what she ' had, got to do ' had been a 
perpetual effort and frequent failure. We can 
no mere trust and keep on trusting than we 
can do anything else of ourselves. Even in this i 
it must be 'Jesus only'; we are not to look to 
Him only to be the Author and Finjsher of 
our faith, but we are to look to Him for all 
the intermediate fi^lfilment of the work of faith 
(a Thess. i. ii); we must ask Him to go on 
fulfilling it in us, committing even this to His 
power. 



m 



For we both may and roust 

Commit our very failli lo Him, 

Entrust to Him our trust. 

it a long lime it takes us lo come down 

conviction, and still more lo the realiza- 

B/[ the &ct that without Him we can do 
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nothing, but that He must work at! our wc« 

in us ! This is the work of God, that ye \ 

lieve in Him whom He has sent AndnoleS 

jnust it be the work of God that we go on L_ 

lieving, and that we go on trusting. Then, deai 

\ friends, who are longing to trust Him with utt 

' broken and unwavering trust, cease the effort aiM 

I drop the burden, and woio entrust your trust t^^ 

^Him I He is just as well able to keep that as aif 

r part of the complex lives which we w( 
iHim to fake and keep for Himself And c 
rdo not pass on content witli the thought, 'Y 
Kthat is a good idea; perhaps I should find that A 
tjpeat help I ' But, 'Now, then, rfo if.' Itisnohcl 
1^ the sailor to see a flash of light across a di 
, if he does not instantly steer accordingly. 

Consecration is not a religiously selfish thii 
vlf it sinks into that, it ceases to be conseciUif 
EWe want our lives kept, not that we may i 
happy, and be saved the distress consequen* 
wandering, and get the power with God a 
man, and all the other privileges linked with i 
We shall have all this, because the lower is i 
eluded in the higher; but our true aim, if tl 
love of Christ constraineth us, will be far beyoi 
Not for 'me' at all but 'for Jesus'; n 
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i my safe^, but for His glory; not for my 

fiirt, but for His joy; not tlial I may find 

It that He may see the travail of His soul, 

: satisfied I Yes, for Ifim I want to be 

Kept for His sake; kept for His 

It to be His witness; kept for His joy I Kept 

., that in me He may show forth some 

^ ^rkle of His light and beauty; kept to do 

1 and His work in His own way; kept, 

y be, to suffer for His sake; kept for Him, 

i may do just what seemeih Him good 

b me; kept, so that no other lord sball have 

t more dominion over me, but that Jesus 

'I have all there is to have; — Utile enough, 

, but not divided or diminished by any 

t claim. Is not this, you who love the 

not this worth living for, worth asking 

li trusting for? 

d consecration, and I cannot tell you 
i of it It is not the least 
g; with one who has had but a taste of its 
»]ness,' and saying to him, ' How can 1 

It is not the least use starting all 
i of difGcuIties and theoretical suppositions 
vith such a one, any more tlian it waa 
t the Jews argued with the man who said, 
i thing I know, that whereas I was blind, 
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now I see.' The Lord Jesus does tike the li&kj 
tba.t is offered to Him, and He does keep Ihe^ 
life for Himself that is entrusted to Him; bs&a 
until the life is offered we cannot know the tnk-.J 
ing, and until the life is entrusted we caniiotS 
know or understand the keeping. Ali we ow^ifl 
do is to say, 'O taste and seel' and bear \n&fl 
ness to the reality of. Jesus Christ, and set to oi^H 
seal that we have found Him true to His ^^vedH 
word, and that we have proved Him able evd^f 
to do exceeding abundantly above all we la^tl^H 
or thought Why should we hesitate to h^^H 
this testimony? We have done nothing at t^^| 
we have, in all our efforts, only proved to|o^l^| 
selves, and perhaps to others, that we had ij^l 
power either to give or keep our lives. Wb^H 
should we not, then, glorify His grace bj a^H 
knowledging that we have found Him so wotnH 
derfuUy and tenderly gracious and feithful item 
both taking and keeping as we never supposedl-3 
or imagined ? I shall never forget the smile aoclA 
emphasis with which a poor working man boij^| 
this wimcss to his Lord. I said to him, 'We^J 
H. , we have a good Master, have we not ? ' ' AfijH 
said he, 'a deal better than ever / thought l^B 
That summed up his experience, and so it will, J 
p the experience of every one who will^J 
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bui yield their lives wholly to the same good ' 
Master. 



1 cannot close this chapter without a word , 
with those, especially my younger friends, who, 
although they have named the name of Qirist, 
are saying, ' Yes, this is all very well for some I 
people, or for older people, but I am not ready j 
for it; I can't say I see my way to this sort of 
thing.' I am going to lake the lowest ground 
for 3 minute, and appeal to your ' past experi- 
ence.' Are you satisfied with your experience ' 
of the other 'sort of thing'? Your pleasant j 
pursuits, your harmless recreadons, your nice i 
occupations, even your improving ones, what , 
fruit are you having from them ? Your social ' 
intercourse, your daily talks and walks, your in- 
vestments of ail die dme that remains to you over 
and above the absolute duties God may have 
given you, what fruit that shall remain have 
you from all this? Day after day passes on, 
and year after year, and what shall the harvest 
be ? What is even the present return ? Are yoti 
getting any real and lasting satisfaction out of 
it all ? Are you not finding that things iose 
fteir flavour, and that you are spending your 
itrength day after day for nought? Uiat yoi 
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no more satisfied than you were a year ap>- 
rather less so, if anything ! Does not a s 
of hollowness and weariness come over you s 
you go on in the same round, peqxitually i 
ting through things only to begin again ? It c 
not be othenvise. Over even the freshest s 
purest earthly fountains the Hand that ne 
makes a mistake has written, ' He that driii 
eth of this water shall thirst again.' Look 1 
your own heart and you will find a copy o 
inscription already traced, 'Shall thirst c 
And the characters are being deepened with e 
attempt to quench the inevitable thirst and t 
riness in life, which can only be satisfied an 
rested in full consecration to God. ] 
hast made us for Thyself, and the heart r 
resteth till it findeth rest in Thee.' Tonky 
tell you of a brighter and happier life, whose ii 
scription is, 'Shall never thirst,' — a life that i 
no dull round-and -round in a circle of unsads 
iactorincsses, but a life that has found i 
and entirely satisfactory centre, and set itself toW 
ards a shining and entirely satisfectory goal, whoS 
brightness is cast over every step of the way. 
you not seek it ? 

Do not shrink, and suspect, and hang I 
from what it may involve, with selfish and uo 
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confiding and ungenerous half-heartcdness. Take 
the word of any who have wilUngly ofl'ered them- 
selves unto the Lord, tliat the life of consecration 
is 'a deal beilcr than they thought I ' Choose 
thia day whom you will serve with real, thor- 
ough-going, whole-hearted service, and He will 
receive you; and you will find, as we have found, 
that He is such a good Master that you are 
satisfied with His goodness, and that you will 
never want to go out free. Nay, rather take 
His own word for it; see what He says; ' If 
they obey and sen'e Him, they shall spend their 
days in prosperity, and their years in pleasures.' 
You cannot possibly understand thai till you 
are really ih His service I For He does not 
give, nor even show, His wages before you en- 
ter it And He says, ' My servants shall sing 
for joy of heart.' But you cannot try over that 
song to see what it is like, you cannot even 
read one bar of it, till your nominal or even 
[womised service is exchanged for real and un- 
divided consecration. But when He can call 
you 'My servant,' then you will find yourself 
Brnging for joy of heart, because He says you 
■hall 

'And who, then, is willing to consecrate hia 
^K^e.4u6 4^y unto the Lord?' -^^ 
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'Do not Startle at the term, or think, becau 
1 do not understand all it may include, j^ 
! therefore not qualified for it I daresay 
Mmprehends a great deal more than either j 
■ I understand, but we can both enter ii 
e spirit of it, and the detail will unfold itself a 
g as our probation shall last. Christ demal 
f a hearty consecration in uii'i^, and He will t 
us what that involves in art ' 

This explains the paradox that ' I 
cration ' may be in one sense ilie act of a u 
ment, and in another the work of a lifetime, 
must he complete to be real, and yet if real, iti 
always incomplete; a point of rest, and yet a p 
petual progression. 

Suppose you make over a piece of ground t( 
another person. You give it up, tiien and therdj 
entirely to that other; it is no longer in j 
own possession; you no longer dig and ! 
plant and reap, at your discretion or for yo» 
own profit. His occupation of it is total; 
other has any right to an inch of it; it is 
affiiir thenceforth what crops to arrange for a 
how to make the most of it. But his practiat 
occupation of it may not appear all ; 
There may be waste land which he will take into 
full cultiration only by degrees, space wasio 
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i want of draining' or by over fencing', and 
1 comers lost for want of enclosing; fields 
: smaller returns than they might be- 
! of hedgerows too wide and shady, and 
3 many and spreading, and striijs of good 
rampled into uselessness for want of defined 
vays. 

s it wilh our lives. The transaction ' 
to speak, making them over to God is def- 
s and complete. Bvit then begins the prac- 
tl de^'elopment of consecration. And here He 
eads on ' softly, according as the childre 
able to endure.' I do not suppose any one 
anything like all that it involves at the outset. 
We have not a notion what an amount of waste 
of power there has been in our hves; we 
measured out the odd corners and the undrained 
bits, and it never occurred to us what good fruit 
might be grown in our straggling hedgerows, 
nor how the shade of our trees has been keep- 
ing the sun from the scanty crops. And : 
season by season, we shali be sometimes nni 
lilde startled, yet always very glad, as we find that 
bit by bit the Master sho\vs how much more may 
be made of our ground, how much more " 
able to make of it than we did; and we shall be 
Uling to work under Him and do exactly wha 



]8 KXPT KHt THI HASTER's USE. 

He points out, even if it comes to cutting down 
shady tree or clearing out a ditch full of prenj 
weeds and wild-flowers. 

As the seasons pass on, it will seem aa if there 
was always more and more to be done; tne very 
fact that He is constantly showing us something 
more to be done in it, proving that it is really 
His ground. Only let Him have the ground, 
no matter how poor or overgrown the soil may 
be, and then ' He will make her wilderness like 
Eden, and her desert like the garden of the 
Lord.' Yes, even our 'desert 'I And then we 
shall sing, 'My beloved is gone down into tfU 
garden, to the beds of spices, to feed in the gar- 
dens and to gather lilies,' 

Made for Thyself, O God 1 
Made for Thy love. Thy service, Thy delight; 
Made to show forth Thy wisdom, grace, and might; 
Made for Thy praise, whom veiled mctiangeU laudi 
Oh, straoge and glorious thought, that we may \x 

A joy to Thee 1 

Yet the heart turns away 
From this grand destiny of bliss, and deem! 
Twas made for its poor self, for passing dreams. 
Chasing illusions melting day by day. 
Till for ourselves we read on tliis world's bcW, 

'This is not rest t' 
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CHAPTER IT. 

Put iHonients kept for ScsuS. 



* may be a little help to ".vriler and reader if 
we consider some of the practical details of 
the life which we desire to have ' kept for Jesus ' 
in the order of the little hymn at the beginning 
of this book, with the one word 'take' changed 
lo 'keep.' So we will take a couplet for each 
chapter. 

"The first point that naturally comes up is 
diat which is almost synonymous with life — 
oor time. And this brings us at once face '.o 
&ce with one of our past difficulties, and its 
probable cause. 

■ When we take a wide sweep, we are so apt 
to be vague. When we are aiming at generali- 
ties we do not hit the practicalities. We forget 
that faithfulness to principle is only proved by 
i in detail. Has not this vaguei 
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had something to do with the constant inefiei 
tiveness of o* feeble desire that our time shou! 
be devoted to God f 

In things spiritual, the greater does not 
include the less, but, paradoxically, the less nii 
often includes the greater. So in this case, til 
is entrusted to us to be traded with for our Lort 
But we cannot grasp it as a whole. We ii 
ively break it up ere we can deal with it for ad 
purpose. So when a new year comes round, ^ 
commit it with special earnestness to the Loi 
But as we do so, are we not conscious of a fe 
ing that even a year is too much for us to A 
with? And does not this feeling, that we e 
dealing with a larger thing than we can gras 
take away f.-om the sense of reality? Thus ■ 
are brought to a more manageable measur 
and as the Sunday mornings or the Monda 
mornings come round, we thankfully commi 
the opening week to Him, and the sen?e d 
help and rest is renewed and strengthened. B 
not even the six or seven days are close enou| 
to our hand; even to-morrow exceeds our tin] 
grasp, and even to-morrow's grace is therefon 
not given to us. So we find the need of coa 
sidering our lives as a matter of day by da] 
and that any more general committal and con?*' 



ratioti of our time does not meet -the case 
taly. Here we have found much comfort 
t help, and if results have not been entire- 
Satisfactory, they have, at least, been more 
I before we reached this point of sub 

( have found help and blessing by 
tain distance in one direction, is it 
eobable we shall find more if we go farther 
E same? And so, if we may commit the 
J our Lord, why not the hours, and why 
not the moments? And may we not expect a 
fresh and special blessing in so doing t 

We do not realize the importance of moments. 
Only let us consider those two saying of God 
about lliera, 'In a moment shall they die,' and, 
' We shall all be changed in a moment,' and we 
' shall think less lightly of them. Eternal issues 
may hang upon any cne of them, but it has come 
tnd gone before we can even think about it 
Nothing seems less within the possibility of our 
Own keeping, yet nothing is more inclusive of 
all other keeping. Therefore let us ask Him 
to keep them for us. 

Are they not the tiny joints in the harness 
Through which the darts of temptation pierce 
a i Only give us time, we think, and we shoi 
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not be overcome. Only give us time, and a 
could pray and resist, and the devil would t 
from us I But he comes all in a moment; 
in a moment— an unguarded, unkept one — w 
utter the hasty or exaggerated word, or thia 
the un-Christ-like thought, or feel the un-C 
like impatience or resentment 

But even if we have gone so far as to a 
'Take my moments,' have we gone the i 
farther, and really M Him take them — re 
entrusted them to Himf It is no £ 
'take,' wlien we do not let go. How i 
another keep that which we are keeping 1 
of? So let U3, with full trust in His power, ( 
commit these slippery moments to Hin 
ight into His hand, — and then i 
trustfully and happily say, ' Lord, keep them Jj 
,inc ! Keep every one of the quick series 
I cannot keep them for Thee; do 1 

;p them for Thyself! ' 

But the sanctified and Christ -loving hefl 
cannot be satisfied with only negative keeping 
We do not want only to be kept from displea 
Him, but to be kept ahvaj-s pleasing Hin 
Every ' kept //om ' should have its correspond- 
ing and still more blessed 'keptyiir.' We do 
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' Itept from 



ur moments t 

but kept for HU use; we want iV 
be not only kept from sin. but kept for His praise. 

Do you ask, ' But what use can He make of 
mere momenta ? ' I will not stay to prove oi 
illustrate the obvious truth that, as are the mo 
ments so will be the hours and the days which 
ihey build. You understand that well enough. 
I will answer your question as it stands. 

Look back through the history of the Church 
in all ages, and mark how often a great work and 
mighty influence grew out of a t^ere moment 
in the life of one of God'3 servants ; a. mere 
moment, but overshadowed and filled with the 
Jmitful power of the Spirit of God. The mo- 
ment may have been spent in uttering five words, 
but they have fed five thousand, or even five 
hundred thousand. Or it may have been lit 
by the flash of a thought that has shone into 
hearts and homes throughout the land, and kin- 
dled torches that have been borne into earth's 
darkest comers. The rapid speaker or the lone- 
ly thinker little guessed what use his Lord was 
making of that single moment. There was no 
room in it for even a thought of that. If that 
moment had not been, though perhaps uncon- 
. .jdously, 'kept for Jesus,' but had been other- 



wise occupied, what a harvest to His pra. 
would have been missed 1 

The same thing; is going on every day. It i 
generally a moment — either an opening or a cul 
minating one^that really does the work. It 
not so often a whole sermon as a single ah' 
sentence in it that wings God's arrow to a hea 
It is seldom a whole convcreatioo that is I 
means of bringing about the desired result, bi 
some sudden turn of thought or word, 
comes with the electric touch of God's powe 
Sometimes it is less than that ; only a lot 
(and what is more momentary?) has been t 
by Him for the pulling down of stronghold 
Again, in our own quiet waiting upon God, i 
moment after moment glides past in the silent 
at His feet, the eye resting upon a page of H 
Word, 01" only looking up to Him through if 
darkness, have we not found that He can I 
irradiate one passing moment with Hia li] 
fiiat its rays never die away, but shine on a 
on through days and years? Are not sut^n 
ments proved to have been kept for Himf .A 
'hy not all ? 

This view of moments seems to make it clea 
that it is impossible to 5er\'e I\vo k 
it is evident that the service of a m 



i' irtMNTS ■SEIT ^DK ftsVi. 



3S 



lot be divided. If it is occupied in the ser- 
3ce of self, or any other master, it is not at the 
Lord's disposal ; He cannot make use of what is 
already occupied, 

Oh, how much we have missed by not placing 
tliem at His disposal ! What might He not 
have done \vith the moments freighted with 
self or loaded with emptiness, which we have 
carelessly let drift by ! Oh, what might have 
been if they had all been kept for Jesus ! How 
He might. have filled them with His light and 
life, enriching our o\vn lives that have been 
impoverished by the waste, and using them in 
&r-^reading blessing and power 1 

While we have been undervaluing these frac- 
tions of eternity, what has our gracious God 
been doing in them ? How strangely touching 
are the words, 'What is man, that Thou should- 
est set Thine heart upon him, and that Thou 
ghouldcst visit him every morning, and /ry hm 
tBery momint />' Terribly solemn and awful would 
be the thought that He has been trj-ing us every 
moment, were it not for the yearning gentleness 
and love of the Father revealed in that wonderful 
expression of wonder, ' What is man, that Thou 
'l^uldest set Thine heart upon him?' Thinlc 
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of that ceaseless setting of His heart upon 
careless and forgetful children as we have been 
And then think of those other words, none t 
less literally true because given under a figui 
'I, the Lord, do keep it; / wi7l watir it ok 
noment.' 

We see something of God's infinite grpatni 
and wisdom when we ti^- to fix our dazzled gs 
on infinite space. But when we turn to t 
marvels of the microscope, we gain a cleai 
view and more definite grasp of these attributi 
by gazing on the perfection of His infinitesim 
handiworks. Just so, while we cannot realize tl 
infinite love which fills eternity, and the infinit 
vistas of the great future are ' dark with exce 
of light' even to the strongest telescopes of £ii^ 
we see that love magnified in the micr 
of the moments, brought very close to us, 
revealing its unspeakable perfection of detail t 
our wondering sight 

But we do not see this as long as the moment 
are kept in our own hands. We are like littl 
children closing our fingers over diamonds, 
can they receive and reflect tlie rays of light, ana^ 
lyzing them into all the splendour of tlieir [ 
made beauty, while they are kept shut up Cigb 
in the diity IJtde hands? Give them up; \ 



our Father hold tbem for us, and throw His 
own great light upon them, and then we ! 
see them full of fair colours of His manifold 
iug-kindnesses; and let Hiin always keep tliem for 
us, and then we shall always see His light and 
His love reflected in them. 

And then, surely, they shall be filled with 
praise. Not that we are to be always singing 
hymns, and using the expressions of other peo- 
ple's praise, any more than the saints in glory 
are always literally singing a new song, 
praise will be tlie tone, the colour, the atmos- 
phere in which they flow; none of them away 
from it or out of it 

Is it a little too much for them all to 'flow 
in ceaseless praise ' ? Well, where will you stop? 
What proportion of your moments do you think 
enough for Jesus? How many for the spirit of 
praise, and how many for die spirit of heaviness? 
J3e explicit about it, and come to an understand- 
ing. If He is not to have all, then Aow much? 
Calculate, balance, and apportion. You will 
» be able to do this in heaven — you know it 
■ be all praise tliere; but you are free to halve yout 
service of praise here, or to make the proportion 
what you will. 

Ye^ — He made you for His gloiy. 



Yet, — He chose you that j-ou should be to d 
krpraise of His glory. 

—He loves you every moment, 
r jou every moment, watches you unslui 
r you unceasingly. 
—He died for you 1 
Dear friends, one can hardly write 
I'tears. Sliall you or I remember all this lol 
tnd hesitate to give ail our moments up to Hin 
i entrust Him with them, and ask Hin 
Ijceep them all, every single one, for His own fe 
\ loved self, and fill them c// with His praise, ; 
t let them o^ be to His praise I 
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^HEN the Lord has said to us, ' Is thine 
heart right, as My heart is with thy 
heart?' the next word seems to be, 'If it be^ 
give Me thine hand. ' 

What a call to confidence, and love, and free; 
loyal, happy service is this ! and how different 
will the result of its acceptance be from the old 
lamentation; 'We labour and have no rest; we 
have given the hand to the Egyptians and to the 
Assyrians.' In the service of these 'other lords,' 
tinder whatever shape they have presented them- 
selves, we sliall have known something of the 
meaning of having 'both the hands full with 
I tnvail and vexation of spirit' How many a 
thing have we ' taken in hand, ' as \ve say, 
which we expected to find an agreeable task, 
I interest in life, a somettiing towards ^iog 
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Up that unconfcssed 'aching void' \*hich is oile 
most real wlien least acknowledged; and a&i 
a while we have found it change under oi 
hands into irksome travail, involving perpetu) 
vexation of spirit 1 The thing may have 1 
of the eardi and for the world, and then q 
wonder it failed to satisfy even the instinct 
work, which comes natural to many of us. C 
it may have been right enough in itself, t 
thing for the good of othcre so far as we und^ 
stood their good, and unselfish in all but un 
ravelled motive, and yet we found it lull ( 
tangled vexations, because the hands that held : 
were not simply consecrated to God. Well, 
so, let us bring these soiled and tangle-makin 
liands to the Lord, ' Let us lift up our 1 
with our liands' to Him, asking Him to clei 
and cleanse them. 

If He says, 'What is that in thine bandj 
let us examine honestly whether it is som 
thing which He can use for His glory ' 
noL If not, do not let us hesitate an i 
Slant about dropping it It may be soraethin 
we do not like to part with; but the 
is able to give thee much more than th 
and the first glimpse of the excellency of t 
knowledge of Christ Jesus your Lord will c 



Bble us to count those things loss which were 
gain to us. ' 

But if it is something which He can use. He 
will make us do ever so much more with it than i 
before. Moses little thought what the Lord was 
going to make him do with that ' rod in his 
hand 'I The first thing he had to do, with h 
was to 'cast it on the ground,' and see it pass . 
through a starding change After this he was 
commanded to take it up again, hard and ter- 
ri^'ing as it was to do so. But when it be- 
came again a rod in his hand, it was no longer 
what it was before, the simple rod of a wan- 
dering desert shepherd. Henceforth it was ' the 
rod of God in his hand' (Ex. iv. ao), where- 
with he should do signs, and by which God 
Himself would do ' marvellous things' (Ps. 
Ixxviii. tz). 

If we look at anj- Old Testament text about 
tonsecration, wc shall si;c that the marginal 
reading of the word is, 'fill the hand' {e.g. 
Ex. Jtxviii. 41; I Chron. xxix. 5), Now, if 
otir hands are full of 'other things,' they can- 
noi be filled with 'the things that are Jesus 
Ouist's'; there must be emptying before there 
■ -CHD be any true filling. So if we are sorrawiuUji.B 
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seeing' that our hands have not been kept f 
Jesus, let us humbly begin at the beginning, ai 
ask Him to empty them thoroughly, that I 
may fill them completely. 

For they musi be emptied. Either we 
to our Lord willingly about it, letting Hin 
clasp their hold, and gladly dropping the glit 
tering weights they have been carrying, or, 
very love. He will have to force them open, 
wrench from the reluctant grasp the ' eardi^ 
things' which are so occupying them that I~ 
cannot have His rightful use of them. Thi 
is only one other alternative, a terrible one,-^ 
to be let alone till the day cotnes 
gentle Master, but the relentless king of ti 
shall empty the trembling hands a 
follow him out of the busy world int 
valley, for 'it is certain we can carry nolhiq 

Yet the emptying and the filling are 
that has to be considered. Before the 
of the priests could be filled with the embli 
of consecration, they had to be laid upon 
emblem of atonement (Lev. viii. 14, etc.). ~ 
came first 'Aaron and his sons laid their 
upon the head of the bullock for the 



So the transference of guilt to our Substitute, 
t)qiified by that act, must precede the dedication 
of ourselves to God. 

'My failh would lay her hand 

On Ihot dear head of Thine, 

While like a penilent I aland, 

And there confess my sin.' 

i Wood of that Holy Substitute was shed 
ike recoociliation upon the altar.' With- 
pfliat reconcilialion we cannot offer and pre- 
l ouiselvea to God; but tbis being made, 
Christ Himself presents us. And you, that 
! sometime alienated, and enemies in your 
mind by wicked works, yet now hath He rec- 
onciled in the body of His flesh through death, 
to present you holy and unblamable and unre- 
' provable in His sight. 

Then Moses ' brought tiie ram for the burnt- 
offering; ancj Aaron and his sons laid^ their hands 
Upon the head of the ram, and Moses burnt the 
I whole ram upon the altar; it was a bumt-offer- 
l 11^; for a sweet savour, and an offering made by 
I fire unto the Lord.' Thus Qirist's offering was 
indeed a whole one, body, soul, and spirit, each 

£1 suffering even unto death. These aton- 
fferings, accepted by God for us, are, by 




our own free act, accepted by us as the grono 
of our acceptance. 

Then, reconciled and accepted, we are r 

for consecration; for then 'he brought the otfi 

t ram: the ram of consecration; and Aaron at 

Ellis sons laid their hands upon the head of t; 

[.ram.' Here we see Christ, 'who is consecraB 

are.' We enter by faith into ; 

^ With Him who said, ' For their sakes I sanct 

Myself, that they also might be sanctified throuj 

^e truth.' 

After all this, their hands were filled w 

.ons for a sweet savour,' so, after 1 

L ing the hand of our faith upon Christy suff* 

; and dying for us, we are to lay that i 
[same hand of faith, and in the very same w 
fcMpon Him as consecrated for us, to be the sour 

ind life and pow'er of our consecration. 
Kttien our hands shall be filled with 'consecrft? 
ftions,' filled with Christ, and filled with all I 
a s«'cet savour to God in Him. 
'And who then is willing to fill his hand t 
day unto the Lord ? ' Do you want an add( 
motive? Listen again: 'Fill your hands to- 
to the Lord, that He may bestow upon yoa 
blessing this day.' Not a long time hence, ni 
ei-en to-morrow, hut 'Uiis day.' Do you i 
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want a blessing? Is not your answer to yoar 
Father's ' What wilt thou f ' the same as Achsih'a, 
'Give me a blessing ! ' Here is His promise of 
just what you so want; will you not gladly fulfil 
His condition ? A blessing shall immediately fo! 
low. He does not specify what it shall be; Ha 
wails to reveal it. You will find it such a bless 
ing as you had not supposed could be for you — 
a blessing that shall verily make you rich, with no 
sorrow added — a blessing /Ais day. 

All that has been said about consecration 
Kpplies to our literal members. Stay a minute, 
and look at your hand, the hand that holds this 
little book as you read it See how wonderful- 
}y it is made; how perfectly fitted for what it 
has to do; how ingeniously connected with the 
brain, so as to yield that instantaneous and iii' 
stinctive obedience without which its beautiful 
mechanism would be very little good to us I 
J'bur hand, do you say? Whether ' it is soft 
and feir with an easy life, or rough and strong 
with a working one, or white and weak with 
Qlneag, it is the Lord Jesus Christ's. It is not 
m at all; it i)elongs to Him, He made 
i^ for without Him ivas not anything made that 

i made, not even your hand. And He hai 
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the added right of purchase — He has bought ii.^ 
that it might be one of His own instruments. 
We know this very well, but have we reaUzed 
it? Have we really let Him have the use of 
these hands of I'urs? and have we ever simply 
and sincerely asked Him to keep them for His 
owti use? 

Does this mean that we are silwaya to be 
doing some definitely 'religious' work, as it 
called? No, but that a// iAai ua do is 
always definitely done /or Him. There 
g;reat difference. If the hands are indeed 
ing 'at the impulse of His love,' ihe simpl 
little duties and acts are transfigured into hi 
^^p service to the Lord. 

^Kfttti 
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'A servant with this clause 
Makes drudgery divine; 
Who sweeps a room as for Thy laws, 
Makes that and the action fine.' 

George IIesbert. 



A Christian school-girl loves Jesus; she -^ 
please Him all day long, and so she practiot 
scales carefully and conscientiously. It | 
it the impulse of His love that her fingers 
So steadily through the othenvise tiresome e 
dses. Some day her Master will find a use fi 
her music; but meanwhile it may be jnst % 
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really done unto Him as if it were Mr, Sankey 
at his organ, swaying the hearts of thousands. 
The hand of a Christian lad traces his Latin 
verses, or his figures, or his copying. He ia 
^loing his best, because a banner has been given 
lim that it may be displayed, not so much by 
talk as by continuance in well-doing. And s 
for Jesus' sake, his hand moves accurately and 
perseveringly. 

A busy wife, or daughter, or servant has s 
number of little manual duties to perform. II 
these are done slowly and leisurely, they may 
be got through, but there will not be time left 
for some little service to the poor, or some little 
Undness to a suffering or troubled neighbour, 
or for a little quiet time alone with God and 
Bis word. And so the hands move quickly, 
impelled by the loving desire for service or com 
nunion, kept in busy motion for Jesus' sake. 
Or it may be that the special aim ia to give 
BO occasion of reproach to some who are watch- 
ing, but so to adorn the doctrine that those 
may be won by the life who will not be v 
by the word. Then the hands will have their 
share to do; they will move carefully, neatly, per- 
haps even elegantly, making every thing around 
U nice as possible, letting their intelligent toucb 
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be seen in the details of the home, and ev 
of the dress, doing or arranging all the 1 
tie things decently and in order for Jesi 
sake. And so on with every duty in ev< 
position. 

It may seem an odd idea, but a simple giant* 
at one's hand, with the recollection, ' This hand; 
is not mine; it has been given to Jesus, and 
must be kept for Jesus,' may sometimes turn ti 
scale in a doubtful matter, and be a saf^ua 
from certain temptations. With that thou^ 
fresh in your mind as you look at your hant 
can you let it take up things which, to say iIm 
very least, are not 'for Jesus'? things wbidf- 
evidently cannot be used, as they r 
ly are not used, either for Him or by' ] 
Cards, for instance I Can you deliberately hoi 
in it books of a kind which you know perfefi' 
weil, by sadly repeated experience, lead yot 
farther from instead of nearer to Him? books 
which must and do fill your mind with thoa 
'other things' which, entering in, choke 1 
word? books which you would not care to rt 
at all, if your heart were burning within you I 
the coming of His feet to bless you 1 Next tiiij 
any temptation of this sort approaches, just / 
at your hand I 
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II w-as of a literai hand that our Lord Jesus 
Bpoke when He said, ' Behold, the hand of him 
that betrayeth Me is with Me on the table;' and, 
' He that dippeth his hand with Me in the dish, 
{he same shall betray Me.' A hand so near ic 
Jesus, with Him on the table, touching His own 
hand in the dish at that hour of sweetest, and 
closest, and most solemn Intercourse, and yet be- 
traying Him I That same hand taking the thir- 
^ pieces of silver I What a tremendoiis lesson 
of the need of keeping for our hands I Oh that 
every hand that is with Him at His sacramental 
table, and that takes the -memorial bread, may 
be kept from any faithless and loveless motion ! 
And again, it was by literal 'wicked hands' 
that our Lord Jesus \vas crucified and slain. 
Does not the thought that human hands have 
been so treacherous and cruel to our beloved 
Lord make us wish the more fervently that oui 
hands may be totally fiiithful and devoted to 
Him? 

Danger and temptation to let the hands move 
at other impulses is every bit as great to those 
who have nothing else to do but to render direct 
service, and who think they are doing nothing 
Take one practical instance — our letCai- 
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i writing. Have we not been templed (and felleij 
before the temptation), according to our varioi 
dispcsitions, to let the hand that holds the p 
move at the impulse to write an unkind though 
of another; or to say a clever and sarcastic ti 
er a slightly coloured and exa^erated thin] 
'which will make our point more telling; or J 
let out a grumble or a suspicion ; or to I 
;ihe pen run away with us into flippant and 6 
fling words, unworthy of our high and ha 
calling? Have we not drifted away from ti 
golden reminder, ' Should he reason with u 
profirable talk, and with speeches wherewith iMl 
can do no good ? ' Why has this been, perht^ 
again and again? Is it not for want of puttil 
our hands into our dear Master's hand, and s ' 
ing and trusting Him to keep them ? He a 
have kept ; He would have kept I 

Whatever our work or our special tempbtioi 
may be, the principle remains the same, only \ 
us apply it for ourselves. 

Perhaps one hardly needs to say that the k« 
hands will be very gentle hands. Quick, a 
motions of the heart will somerimes force then 
selves into expression by the hand, though t 
tongue may be restrained. The very way I 
which we dose a door or lay down a book i 



beavictory oradefeat, a witness to Christ's keeping 
ora witness that we are not truly being kept How 
can we e^ipect that God will use this member m 
insiniment of righteousness unto Him, if we yield 
it thus as an instrament of unrighteousness unto 
in? Therefore let us see to it, that it is at once 
yielded to Him whose right it is; and let our sor- 
row that it should have been even for an instant 
desecrated to Satan's use, lead us to entrust it 
henceforth to our Lord, to be kept by the power 
of God through &ith 'for the Master's use.' 

For when the gendeness of Christ dwells ii 
us. He can use the merest touch of a finger, 
Have we not heard of one gentle touch on i 
wayward shoulder being the turning-point of a 
life f I have known a case in which the Master 
tnade use of less than that — only the quiver of a 
Hide finger being made the means of touching 
a. wayward heart. 

What must the touch of the Master's own 
hand have been I One imagines it very gende, 
though so fuU of power. Can He not com- 
manicate both the power and the gentleness? 
When He touched the hand of Peter's wife's 
mother, she arose and ministered unto them. 
Do you not think the hand which Jesus I 

i touched must have ministered very excel- 
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lently ? As we ask Him to ' touch our lips witl 
living fire,' so that they may speak, eflectivdj 
for Him, may we not ask Him to touch t 
hands, that they may minister eiTectively, and ex- 
cel in all that they find to do for Him ? 
our hands sliall be made strong by the hands of, 
the Mighty God of Jacob. 

It is very pleasant to feel that if our hands a 
indeed our Lord's, we may ask Him to guttU 
them, and strengtlien them, and teadi them., 
I do not mean figuratively, but quite literally; 
In everything they do for Him (and that should 
be axryOiing we ever undertake) we want to dQ 
it well — better and better. 'Seek that ye in 
excel.' We are too apt to think that He 1 
given us certain natural gifts, but has notblni 
practically to do with the improvement of tl 
and leaves us to ourselves for that Why uoi 
ask Him to make these hands of c 
handy for His service, more skilful in what i 
indicated as the ' next thynge ' they are t 
do? The 'kept' hands need not be dumaj 
hands. If the Lord taught David's hands t 
war and his fingers to fight, will He not t 
our hands, and fingers too, to do what He « 
, have them do \ 
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Tiie Spirit of God must have taught Bezaleel's 
hands as well as hia head, for he was tilled with 
it not only tliat he might devise cunning work^ i 
but also in cutting of stones and carving of tim- 
ber. And when all the women that were wise- 
hearted did spin with their hands, the hands 
must have been made skilful as well as the hearts 
made wise to prepare the beautiful garments and 
curtains. i 

Th^re is a very remarkable instance of the 
hand of the Lord, which I suppose signifies in 
that case the power of His Spirit, being upon 
the hand of a man. In i Chron. xxviii. ig, we 
read: 'All tliis, said David, the Lord made me 
understand in writing by His hand upon me, 
even all the works of this pattern.' This cannot 
well mean diat the Lord gave David a miracu- 
lously written scroll, because, a few verses be- 
fore, it says, that he liad it all by the Spirit So 
what else can it mean but that as David wrote, 
the hand of the Lord was upon bis hand, im- 
[lelling him to trace, letter by letter, the right 
words of description for all the details of the tem- 
ple that Solomon should build, with its courts 
and chambers, its treasuries and vessels? Have 
I we not sometimes sal down to write, feeling per- 
^^^ezed and ignorant, and wishing some one wers^ 



feere to tell us what to say? At such a momeii 
""whether it were a mere note for post, or a shea 
for press, it is a great comfort to recollect thtt] 
mighty lajnng of a Divioe hand upon 
one, and ask for the same help from the s 
t^rd. It is sure to be given ! 

And now, dear friend, what about your owl 
hands? Are they consecrated to the Lord win 
loves you ? And if they are, are you triisti 
Him to keep them, and enjoying all that is 
volvcd in that keeping? Do let this be'ae 
■with your Master before you go on to the nes 
chapter. 

After all, this question will hinge on anotherfl 
Do you love Him? If you really do, there caql 
surely be neither hesitation about yielding thei 
to Him, nor about entrusting them to Him t 
be kept Does He loix your" That is the t 
way of putting it; for it is not our love to Chrii 
but the love of Christ to us which constrained 
Us. And this is the impulse of the motion a 
the mode of the keeping. The steara-enj 
does not move when the fire is not kindleMi 
not when it is gone out; no matter how c 
plete the machinery and abundant the fuel, ( 
ccals will neither set it going nor keep it \i 
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ing. Let us ask Him so to shed abroad His 
love in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which 
is given unto us, that it may be the perpetual 
and only impulse of every action of our daily 
life. 
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T"^HE figurative keeping of the feet ot I 
aints, with the promise that when Ih 
R-nm they shall not stumble, is a most beaud. 
'. helpful subject But it is quite distil 
K^m the literal keeping for Jesus of our lite 
Kfcet 

There is a certain homeliness about the ic 

H'which helps to make it very real. These w 

[feet of oure are purchased for Christ's service 

ftie precious drops which fell from His own tc 

Kjuid pierced feet upon the cross. They are 

i errand-runners. How can we let 1 

Firorld, the flesh, and the devil have the use 

> what has been purchased with such payment? 

Shall 'the world' have the use of them 

Shall they carry us where the world is p^ 

moaxA, ani the Master cannot be even 
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because the mention of His Name would be so 
obviously out of place? I know the apparent 
difBculties of a subject which will at once occur 
in connection with this, but they all \-anish when 
our bright banner is loj-ally unfurled, with its 
motto, 'Ail for Jesus I ' Do you honestly want 
your very feet to be 'kept for Jesus'? Let 
these simple words, 'Kcpl /or Jesus,' ring out 
next time the dancing difficulty or any other 
difficulty of the same kind comes up, and I 
know what the result will be 1 

Shall ' the flesh ' have the use of them ? Shall 
Hkj carry us hither and thither merely because 
we like to' go, merely because it pleases our 
selves to take this walk or pay this visit? And 
after all, what a ikiiure it is ! If people only 
mmid believe it, sclf-pleasing (s always a failure 
in the end. Our good Master gives us a reality 
(md fulness of pleasure in pleasing Him which 
we never get out of pleasing ourselves. 

Shall ' the devil ' have the use of them ? Oh 
no, of course not I We start back at this, as a 
highly unnecessary question. Yet if Jesus has 
not, Satan has. For as all are serving either 
the Prince of Life or the prince of this world, 
and as no man can serve two masters, it follows 
^t if we are not serving the one, we are serving 
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i Other. And Satan is only too glad to d 
fuise this service under the less startling foi 
F the world, or the still less starUing one 
slf. All that is not 'kept Tor Jesus,' is lefl ft 
tif or the world, and therefore for Salan. 

There is no fear but that our Lord wiil hai 
.many uses for what is kept by Him for Hirns 
' How beautiful are the feet of them that bri 
giad tidings of good things I ' That is the b 
use of all ; and I expect the angels think thi 
feet beautiful, even if they are cased in mud 
boots or goloshes. 

Once the question \vas asked, 'Whi 
wilt thou run, my son, seeing that thou hast 
tidings ready?' So if we want to have thi 
beautiful feet, we must have the tid 
which they are to bear. Let us ask Him 
keep our hearts so freshly full of His good ne 
of salvation, that our mouths may speak out 
their abumiauce. ' If the clouds be full of 
they empty themselves upon the earth.' Tl 
'two olive branches empty the golden oil out i 
themselves.' May we be so filled with tl 
Spirit that we may thus have much to pour o 
for others I 

Besides the great privilege of carrying wat 



.out rSKT KKFT lOR JKSIA 



^ 



from Che wells of salvation, there are plenCf of 
cups of cold water to be carried in all directions ; 
not to the poor only, — nainistries of love are 
often as much needed by a rich friend. But 
the feet must be kept for these; they will be 
too tired for them if they are tired out for self- 
pleasing. In such services we are treading in 
the blessed steps of His most holy life, who 
'went about doing good.' 

Then there is literal errand-going, — just to 
fetch something that is needed for the house- 
hold, or something that a tired relarive wants, 
whether asked or unasked. Such things should 
come first instead of last, because these are 
dearly indicated as our Lord's will for us to 
do, by the position in which He has placed 
lis ; while what stems more direct service, may 
be after all not so directly apportioned by 
HiTn . 'I have to go and buy some soap,' 
eald one with a little sigh. The sigh was 
waste of breath, for her feet were going to 
do her Lord's will for that next half-hour much 
more truly than if they had carried her to her 
well-worked district, and left the soap to take 
its chance. 

A member of the Young Women's Christian 
Aaaocplion wrote a few words on this subji 
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which, I think, will be welcome to many mai 
than she expected them to reach : — 

' May it not be a comfort to those of us wh 
feel we have not the mental or spiritual p>ow< 
that others have, to notice that the living sacr 
fice mentioned in Rom. xii. i is our "bodies" 
Of course, that includes the mental power, 
does it not also include the loving, sympi 
thizing glance, the kind, encouraging word, 
lie ready errand for another, the work of on 
hands, opportunities for all of which com 
oftener in the day than for the mental powi 
we are often tempted to envy ? May we ti 
enabled to offer willingly that which we hava! 
For if there be firat a willing mind, it is accepta 
according to that a man hath, and not accordinj 
to that he hath not. 

If our feet are to be kept at His disposal, on 
eyes must be t d the Lord for guidance 

We must lo k H m f our ordere where ti 
go. Then H II be to give them. 'Th 

steps of a g d m n rdered by the Lord.' 

Very often fi d h by have been si 
literally ord d f th we are quite astoil 

ished, — just as if He had not promised 1 

Do not smile at a very homely thought 1 
our feet are not our own, ought we not lo*ta 
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care of them Tor Him whose they are? Is it 
quite right to bo reckless about 'getting wet 
feel,' which might be guarded against either by 
forethought or afterthought, when there is, at 
least, a risk of hindering our service thereby? 
Does it please the Master ^en even in out 
teal for His work we annoy anxious friends by 
carelessness in little things of this kind ? 

May ei'cry step of our feet be more and more 
like those of our beloved Master. Let us con- 
tdnually consider Him in this, and go where He 
would have gone, on the errands which He 
would have done, ' following hard ' after Him. 
And let us look on to the time when our feet 
shall stand in the gates of the heavenly Jera- 
salem, when holy feet shall tread the streets of 
the holy city ; no longer pacing any lonely 
path, for He hath said, ' They shall walk with 
Me in white,' 

•And He hath said, " How bcnntifiil the feet t " 
The "feel" so weary, travel-stained, and worn — 
The "feet " that humbly, patiently have borne 
The loilsome way, the pressure, and the heat. 

•The "feel," not hosting on with wingtd might. 
Nor strong to trample down the opposing foej 
So lowly, and So human, they must go 
3j painful steps to scale the mountain height. 
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'Not unto all (lie tuneful lips are given. 

The ready tongue, the words so strong and sweet 

Yet all may turn, with humble, willing " feet," 

And bear 10 darkened souls the light from heaven. 

And fall they while the goal far distant lies. 

With scarce a word yet spoken for their Lord — 
His sweet approval He doth yet accord; 

Their "feet "are beanleous in the Master's eyes. 

'With wearj human "feet" He, day by day, 
Once trod this earth to work His acts of love; 
And every step is chronicled above 
His servants take to follow in His way.' 

Sarah Geraldina Stoc 
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fUJAVE wondered a litde at being told by 
1 experienced worker, that in many cases 
the voice seems the last and hardest tiling to 
yield entirely to tlie King; and that many who 
ihink and say they have consecrated all to the 
Lord and His service, 'revolt' when it comes 
lo be a question of whedier they shall sing 
'always, only,' for their King. TTiey do not 
mind singing a few general sacred songs, but 
they do not see their way to really singiny al- 
ways and only unto and for Him. They want 
to bargain and balance a little. They question 
and argue about what proportion they may keep 
for self-pleasing and company-pleasing, and how 
much they must 'give up'; and who will and 
who won't like it; and what they 'really mut/ 
•ing,' and what they 'really must no/ sing' U 



certain times and places; and what ' won't do, 
«nd what they 'can't very well help,' and s< 
on. And so when the question, ' How mud 
owest thou unto my Lord ? ' is applied to thi 
particularly pleasant gift, it is not met with thi 
loyal, free-hearted, happy response, 'AH I yea 
a/I for Jesus 1 ' 

I know there are special temptations aroimi 
this matter. Vain and selfish ones — whisperinj 
how much better a certain song suits your voice 
and how much more likely to be admired 
Faithless ones — suggesting doubts whether yoi 
can make the holy song ' go. ' Specious ones- 
asking whether you ought not to please you 
neighbours, and hushing up the rest of the pre 
cept, 'Let every one of you please his neigh 
hour /or /lis good to edification' (Rom. xv. z) 
Cowardly ones — telling you that it is just a littli 
too much to expect of you, and that you are no 
called upon to wave your banner in people's ver 
fiices, and provoke surprise and remark, as tht 
might do. And so the banner is kept furled, thi 
witness for Jesus is not borne, and you sing fo 
Others and not for your King. 

The words had passed your lips, 'Take m; 
voice I ' And yet you will not let Him have it 
jou will not let Him have tliat which costs jnsi 
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some^ing. juft because it costs you something; I 
And yet He lent you that pleasant voice that yon 
might use it for Him, And jxt He, in the sure- 
ness of His perpetual presence, was beside you 
all the while, and heard every note as you sang 
the songs which were, as your inmost heart knew, 
not for Him. ■ ' 

Where is your feith ? Where is the consecra- 
tion you have talked about? The voice has not 
been kept for Him, because it has not been truly 
and unreservedly given to Him, Will you not 
now say, 'Take my voice, for I had not given it 
to Thee; keep my voice, for 1 cannot keep it for 
Thee'? 

And He will keep it I You cannot leH, til! 
you have tried, how surely all the temptations 
flee when it is no longer your balde but the 
Lord's ; nor how completely and curiously all 
the difficulties vanish, when you simply and 
Irustfully go forward in the path of full conse- 
cration in this matter. You will find that tha 
keeping is most wonderfully real. Do not ex- 
,pect to lay down rules and provide for every 
sort of contingency. If you could, you would 
i the sweetness of the continual guidance in 
•kept' course. Have only one rule about 
tt— just to look up to your Master about eveiy 
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single song you are asked or feel inclined 
'sing. If j'ou are 'willing and obedient,' yoO 
will always meet His guiding eye. He wil 
alwaj-s keep the voice that is wholly at Hi 
disposal. Soon you will have such esperieni 
iif His immediate guidance that you will 
utterly satisfied with it, and only sorrowfulf 
wonder you did not sooner thus simply 1( 
on iL 

I have just received a letter from one wS 
has laid her special gift at the feet of the Giw 
yielding her voice to Him with hear^ c 
that it might be kept for His use. She w 
' I had two lessons on singing while in 
many from our Master. One was veiy a 
A young girl wrote to me, that when she had 
heard me sing, "O come, every one that thin 
eth," she went away and prayed that she migfa| 
come, and she did come, too. Is not He goodj 

The other was: I had been tempted to join t 

Gesang Vcrein in N . J prayed to be shows 

whether I was right in so doing or noL I dij 
not see my way clear, so \ wenL The singi 
ing was all secular. The very first night I n 
\ caught a bad cold on my chest, which ] 
>*jited me from singing again at all till Christ^ 
Those were better dian any lessons Iroai 
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a singing master 1 ' Does not this illustrate both 
the keeping _/>o>n and the keeping _/or/* In the 
latter case I believe she honestly wished to know 
her Lord's will, — whether the training and prac- 
tice were needed for His better service with her 
music, and that, therefore, she might take them 
for His sake; or whether the concomitants and 
influence would be such as to hinder the close 
communion with Him which she had found so 
precious, and that, therefore, she was to trust 
Him to give her 'much more than this.' And 
so, at once. He showed her unmistakeably what 
He would have her ml do, and gave her. the 
sweet consciousness that He Himself was teach- 
ing her and taking her at her word, I know 
what her passionate love for music is, and how 
very real and great the compensation from Him 
must haw been which could thus make her 
right down glad about what would otherwise 
have been an immense disappointmenL And 
then, as to the former of these two 'lessons, 
the song she names \vas one substituted when 
she said, 'Take my voice,' for some which 
were far more effective for her voice, But 
having freely chosen to sing what might glo- 
rify the Master rather than the singer, see 
how, almost immediately. He gave her a re- 



ward infinitel)' outweighing all the drawing 
room compliments or cx)ncert-roora applause^ 
TTiat one consecrated song found echoes 
heaven, hringiog, by its blessed result, joy U 
the angels and g'lory to God. And the i 
ory of that song is immortal; it will live thronE^ 
ages to come, never lost, never dying away 
when the vocal triumphs of the world's giesH 
est singers are past and forgotten for i 
Now you who have been taking a half-an 
half course, do you get such rewards as iM 
You may well eniy them 1 But why not tal 
the /same decided course, and share the sai 
blessed keeping and its fulness of hidden i 
ward? 

If you only knew, dear hesitating friendv. 
what strength and gladness the Master givetf 
when we loyally 'sing forth the honcftr of Hj 
Name,' you would not forego it I Oh, if y 
only knew the difficulties it saves ! For wh 
you sing 'always and only for your King,'y 
^dl] not get much entangled by the King^ 
enemies. Singing an out-and-out sacred son] 

often cleara one's path at a stroke as 

other things. If you only knew the reward 
He gives — very often then and there; the i 
ignition that you are one of the King's friencl 



I. HmOKS KK7T FOK ;E90a. 



: lonelj and timid < 



the openings 



fiich you quite naturally gain of speaking 
a word for Jesus to hearts which, without the 
eong, would never have given you the chance 
of the word ! If you only knew the joy of 
believing that His sure promise, ' My Word 
shall not return unto Me void,' will be ful- 
filled as you ang that word for Him ! If you 
only tasted the solemn happiness of knowing 
that you have indeed a ro}'al audience, that the 
King Himself is listening as you sing ! If you 
only knew — and why should you not know? 
ShaJl not the time past of your life suffice you 
for the miserable, double ■ hearted, calculating 
■ervice? Let Him have the wAoU use of your 
vmce at any cost, and see if He does not put 
many a totally unexpected new song into your 
moudil 

I am not writing all this to great and finished 
singers, but to everybody who can sing at al!. 
Those who think they have only a very small 
talent, are often most tempted not to trade with 
jt for their Lord, Whether you have mucli or 
little natural voice, there is Reason for its cul- 
tivation and room for ils use. Place it at your 
Lord's disposal, and He will show you how to 
make the most of it for Him ; for not seldom 



iu)tip)^ng power is brought to bear ( 
' a consecrated voice. A puzzjed singing r 
very famous in his profession, said to on 
tried lo sing for Jesus, ' Well, you have i 
much voice; but, mark ray words, you will aH 
ways beat anybody with four times your voice Ij^ 
He was right, tliough he did not in the lea ' 
know why. 

A great many so-called 'sacred songs' are b 
plaintive and pathetic that they help to give'| 
gloomy idea of religion. Now dorit sing thes 
come out boldly, and sing definitely and uni 
takeably for your King, and of your King, i 
to your King. You will soon find, and { 
outsiders will have to own, that it is a good tl 
thus to show forth His loving- kindness and Hi^ 
&ithfulness (see Ps. xcii, 1-3)- 

Here I am usually met by the query, 
what would you advise me to sing? ' I can oni 
say that I never got any practical help from askj 
ing any one but the Master Himself, and so I 
would advise you to do the same I He k 
exactly what will best suit your voice and e 
you to sing best for Him; for He made it, a 
gave it just the pilch and tone He pleased, ; 
of course. He is the best counsellor about i 
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Refer your question , in simplest faith to Him, 
Rnd I am perfectly sure you will lind it answered. 
He will direct you, and in some way or other ' 
the Lord will provide the right songs fr,r yaa 
to sng. That is the very best advice I can pos- 
sibly give you on the subject, and you will prove 
it to be so if you will act upon it. 

Only one thing I would add: I believe diere 
is notliing like singing His own word^ The - 
preacher claims the promise, 'My Word shall 
not return unto Me void,' and why should not 
file singer equally claim it? Why should ■ 
Vse His own inspired words, with faith in their 
power, when speaking or writing, and content 
ourselves with human words put into rhyme 
(and sometimes very feeble rhyme) for 
singing? 

What a vista of happy work opens out here ! 
What is there to prevent our using this mightiest 
of all agencies committed to human agents, the 
Word, which is quick and powerful, and sharpei 
than any two-edged sword, whenever we are asked 
to sing? By this means, even a young girl may 
be privileged to make that Word sound it 
ears of many who would not listen to it other- 
wise. By this, the incorruptible seed may be 
town io otherwise unreachable ground. 
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H It is a remarkable fact that it is actually tib 
nfcaaiest way thus to take the very highest grouni 
■iYou will find that singing Bible words does i 
ftejcdte the prejudice or contempt that any ott 
f words, sufficiently decided to be worth sing^nj 
¥ iHe almost sure to do. For very decency's 
fa Bible song will be listened to respectfully; an 
■ 'for very shame's sake, no adverse whisper i 
Hbe ventured against the words in ordinary J 
K&h homes. The singer is placed ( 
Bjiround, certain that at least the words of t 
nong will be out\vardly respected, and the j 
B^e ground of unfriendly criticism thus t 
Rto begin with. 

I But there is much more than this. One fei 

r die power of His words for oneself aa a 

I sings. One loves them and rejoices in the« 

Kand what can be greater help to any singer thi 

F^t? And one knows they are true, and tl 

Vlfaey cannot really return void, and what can gi 

^greater confidence than that? God njav bh 

the singing of any words, but He must bless i 

singing of His own Word, if that promise men 

what it sa)^ I ' 

The only real difBculty in the matter is til 

Scripture songs, as a rule, require a little mo 

practice than others. Then practise them 



little more I You think nothing of the trouble 
of learning, for instance, a sonata, which takes 
jrou many a good hour's practice before you can 
render it perfectly and expressively, But you 
shrink from a song, the accompaniment of 
which you cannot read off without any trouble 
at alL And you never think of such a thing as 
taking one-tenth the pains to learn that accom- 
paniment that you took to learn that sonata I 
Very likely, too, you take the additional pains 
to learn the sonata off by heart, so that you may 
play it more effectively. But you do not take 
pains to learn your accompaniment by heart, so 
that you may throw all your power into the 
expression of the words, undistracted by reading 
the notes and turning over the leaves. It is 
&r more useful to have half a dozen Scripture 
songs thoroughly learnt and made your own, 
dian to have in your portfolios several dozen 
easy settings of sacred poetry which you get 
through with your eyes fixed on the notes. And 
every one thus dioroughly mastered makes it 
easier to master others. 

You will say that all this refers only to draw- 
ing-ioom singing. So it does, primarily, but 
Aen it is the drawing-Aom singing which has 
bem so little for Jesus and so much for self and 
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l«xae^; and so much less hlis been said abooH 
kit, and so much less doM. There would notlw^ 
klKtlf the complaints of the difficulty of witnessing 
H fer Christ in even professedly Christian homes and 
Bjarcles, if every converted singer were also a con- 
Bsecrated one. For nothing raises or lowers the 
w tone of a whole evening so much as the character 

■ of the music There are few things which show 
K more clearly that, as a rule, a very delinite step 
^in advance is needed beyond being a believer 
w or even a worker for Christ Over how many 
Jgrand or cottage pianos could the Irish Society's 
ft motto, 'For Jesus' sake oniy,' be hung, without 
C being either a frequent reproach, nr altogether 
ft inappropriate p 

f But what is learnt will, naturally, be sung. 

I And oh I how many Christian parents give their 

P daughters the advantage of singing lessons with- 

I out troubling themserves in the least about 

I what songs are learnt, provided they are not 

■ exceptionally foolish 1 Still more pressingly I 

■ would say, how many Christian principals, to 
W whom young lives are entrusted at tlie most 

Important time of all for training, do not give 
themselves the least concern about this matter I 
As I write, I turn aside 40 refer to a list of songs 
learnt last term by a fresh young voice which 
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would willingly be trained for higher work. 
TScre is just one ' sacred ' song; in the whole 
long list, and even that hardly such a one as the 
writer of the letter above quoted would care to 
sing in her fervent-spirited service of Christ. All 
the rest are harmless and pleasing, but only sug- 
gestive of the things of earth, the things of the 
world that is passing away ; not one that might 
lead upward and onward, not one that might 
toHch a careless heart to seek first the kingdom 
of God, not one that might show forth the gloiy 
and praise of our King, not one that tells out 
Hb grace and love, not one that carries His 
comfort to His weary ones or His Joy to His 
loving ones. She is left to find and learn 
aiA songs as best she may; those which she 

'■will sing with all the ease and force gained by 
good teaching of them are no help at all, but 

' tuber hindrance in anything like wish or attempt 
to "sing/or /«;«,' 

There is not the excuse that the songs of 
God's kingdom, songs which waft His own 
words to the souls around, would not have 
answered the teacher's purpose as well. God 

'has taken care of that He has not lefl Him- 
•df without witness in this direction. He haa 

I, given the most perfect melodies and the richest 
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harmonies to be linked with His own ' 

P and no singer can be trained beyond His woi 

b.^erful provision in this way. I pray that t 

; poor words of mine may reach the ( 

[ adences of some of those who have this i 

Bponsibility, and lead them to be no 1od| 

aithful in this important matter, no 1 

giving this strangely divided service — trainiil 

as they profess to desire, the souls for C 

Mid yet allowing the voices to be trained ( 

1,'for the world. 

But we must not run away with the idea id 
tringing sacred songs and singing for Jesua i 
' convertible terms. I know by sorrowful ] 
1 experience that it is very possible to a 
a sacred song and fta/ sing it for Jesus. Itfl 
easier to have one's portfolio all right than c 
heart, and the repertory is more easily a 
than the motives. When we have taken 
side, and the difficulties of indecision are < 
sequently swept away, we have a new 9 
more subtle temptations to encounter, 
although the Master will keep, the servant r 
watch and pray; and it is through the •* 
and the praying that the keeping will be effec 
Wc have, however, rather less excuse here t 
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^^^^B elsewhere. For we never have to sing 90 
^^HB suddenly that we need be taken unawares. 
^^^e have to think what to sing, and perhaps 
I find the music, and the prelude has to be 
. played, and all this gives quite enough time 
) for us to recollect whose we are and whom 
we sen'e, and to arouse to the watch. Quite 
enough, too, for quick, trustful prayer that our 
Hinging may be kept free from that wretched 
self-seeking or even self-consciousness, and kept 
Oitirelf for Jesus. Our best and happiest aing- 
ii^ will flow when there is a sweet, silent un- 
dercurrent of prayerful or praiseful communion 
Vith our Master all through the song. As for 
nervousness, 1 am quite sure this is the best 
antidote to that. 

On the other hand, it is quite possible to 
«ng for Jesus without singing a sacred song. 
Do not take an ell for the inch this seems to 
pve, and run off with the idea that it does not 
matter after all what you sing, so that you sing 
in a good frame of mind I No such thing ! And 
the admission needs vety careful guarding, and 
toust not be wrested into an excuse for looking 
back to the world's songs. But cases may and 
do arise in which it may be right to gratily a 
Weaiy fiither, or win a wayward brother, by try 
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plea 



; tlie 



vith r 



L music to which they wl 
listen when they would not listen lo the son^ 
you would rather sing. There are cases in whicl 

, this may be done most truly for tlie Lord's sake, 

. and clearly under His guidance. 

Sometimes cases arise in which we can onlj 
«ay, 'Neither know we what to do, but oui 
eyes are upon Thee.' And when we honesdj 
say that, depend upon it we shall find th< 
promise true, 'I will guide thee with Mint 
eye.' For God is faithful, who will not suffei 
you to be tempted alx)ve that ye are able, bui 
will, with the temptation, also make a way (Gr, 
Ae way) to escape, that ye may be able tc 
bear it 

I do not know why it should be so, but i' 
certainly is a much rarer thing to find a )-ounj 
gendeman singing for Jesus than a young lady, 

' — a voy rare thing to find one with a cultivate! 
voice consecrating it to [he Master's use. 1 haw 
met some who were not ashamed to speak foi 
llim, to whom it never seemed even to occui 
to sing for Him. They would go and teact 
a Bible class one day, and the next they wouic 
be practising or performing just ihe same song! 
as those who care nothing for Christ and Hi! 
^lood-bought salvation. They had left somi 
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things behind, but they had not left any of 
ihetr old songa behind. They do not seem to 
think that being made new creatures in Christ 
JesilS had anything to do with this department 
rf their lives. Nobody could gather whether 
they were on the Lord's side or not, as they 
stood and sang their neutral songs. The Ban- 
ner that was displayed in the class-room was 
furled in the drawing-room. Now, my friends, 
you who have or may have far greater oppor- 
tunities of displaying that banner than we wo- 
menkind, why should you be less brave and 
loyal than your sisters? We are weak and you 
ire strong namrally, but recollect that want of 
decision always involves want of power, and com- 
promising Christians are always weak Christians. 
You will never be mighty to the pulling down 
of strongholds while you have one foot in the 
enemy's camp, or on the supposed neutral 
ground, if such can exist (which I doubt), 
between tlie camps. You will never be a ter- 
iw to the devil till you have enlisted every gift 
and fecultj' on the Lord's side. Here is a thing 
in which you may practically carry out the splen- 
did motto, 'AH for Jesus.' You cannot be all 
for Him as long as your voice is not for Him. 
Which shaU it bef AU for Him, or parUy I 
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Him ? Answer that to Him whom you a 
Master and Lord 

When once tliis drawing-room question is st 
tied, there is not much need to expatiate abooj 
other forms of singing for Jesus. As ^ 
Dpportunity we shall be willing to do good wiU 
ou^ pleasant gift in any way or place, and it i 
wonderful what nice opportunities He makes ft 
lis. Whether to one litde sick child or to 
thousand listeners, according to the poweis an 
openings granted, we shall take our happy p 
tion among those who minister with singing (i 
Chron. vL 32). And in so far as we really c 
this unto the Lord, I am quite sure He giw 
the hundred-fold now in this present time moi 
than all the showy songs or self-gratifying p« 
formances we may have left for His sake, i 
we steadily tread this part of the path of cona 
cration, we shall find the difficulties left behint^ 
and the real pleasantness of the way reached 
and it will be a delight to say to oneself, 
cannot sing the old songs; ' and though yi 
have thought it quite enough to say, ' With n 
song will I please my friends,' especially if thef 
happen to be pleased with a mildly sacred s 
or two, you will strike a higher and happier, ■ 
richer and purer note, and say with David, 'IJ^ifl 
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my song will I praise Him.' David said also, 
'My lips shall greatly rejoice when I sing unto 
Thee, aiid my soul, which Thou hast redeemed.' 
And you will find that this comes true. 
Singing for Jesus, our Saviour and King ; 

Singing for Jesus, die \jxA whom we love 1 
All adoration we joyously bring, 
LoDging to praise as they praise Him above. 

Singing for Jeaus, onr Master and Friend, 

Telling His love and His marvellous grace, — 

Love from eleraily, love to the end, 

Love for the loveless, the sinful, and base. 

Singing for Jesus, and Irying to win 

Many to love Him, and join in the song; 

Calling the weary and wandering in, 
Rolling the chorus of gladness along. 

Snging for Jesus, our Life and our Light ; 

Singing for Him as we press to the mark; 
Knging for Him when the morning is bright; 

Singing, GtUI singing, for Him in the dark ! 

Singing for Jesus, our Shepherd and Guide; 

Snging for gladness of heart thai He gives; 
^ging for wonder and pr&ise that He died; 

^ging for blessing and joy that He lives 1 

Singing for Jesus, oh, singing with joy; 
Thus will we praise Him, and tell ont His Iote, 
He shall cali ue la brighter employ, 
for Jesus for ever above. 



^^^^Thuswi 
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r when we 
Now we km 



"^HE days are past 
' Our lips are c 
lat they are not our own. 

i yet how many of my readers often faai 
; miserable consciousness that they have 'sp 
I unadvisedly with their lips' I How mai 
y, ' Keep the door of my lips,' when the ve 
t thing they think of expecting is that thi 
/ be kept I They deliberately make up the 
. tliat hasty words, or foolish words, < 
crated words, according to their respecti' 
frtemptadons, must and will slip out of th 
, and that it can't be helped. The extei 
r the real meaning of their prayer \va3 
lat not quite so many might slip out 
! feith went no feirther, the answer went 
tber, and so the door was not kept 
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» let US look the matter straight in the fece, 

T we have committed our lips to our Lord, 

^^Fe have not This question must be settled 

fiiBt IF not, oh, do not let another hour pass ! 

Take them to Jesus, and ask Him to take 

them. 

But when you have committed them to Hira, 
it comes to this, — is He able or is He not able 
to keep that which you have committed to 
Him? If He is not able, of course you may 
BS well give up at once, for your own experience 
has abundantly proved that you are not able, so 
diere is no help for you. But if He is able — ■ 
Day, thank God there is no 'if' on this side ! — 
say, rather, as He is able, where was this in- 
evitable necessity of perpetual failure? You have ' 
been (ancjing yourself virtually doomed and 
&ted to it, and therefore you have gone on 
in it, while all the time His arm was not 
shortened that it could not save, but you have 
been limiting the Holy One of Israel. Honestly, 
now, have you trusted Him to keep your lips 
j!iu day/' Trust necessarily implies expectation 
that what we have entrusted will be kept If 
yoa have not expected Him to keep, you have 
not trusted. You may have tried, and tried 
VOy hard, but you have not truskd, and there- . 
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fore you have not been kept, and your lips h 
been the snare of your soul (Prov. xviii. 7). 

Once I heard a bcautirul prayer which I cafl 
never foi^ct ; it w~as this: 'Lord, take my lips^ 
and speak through them ; take my mind, 
think through it ; take my heart, and set il 
fire.' And this is the way the Master keep 
the lips of His servants, by so filling thd 
hearts with His love that the outflow canna 
be unlo\'ing, by so filling their thougl 
the utterance cannot be un-Christ-like. Ther 
must be filling before there can be pouring out 
and if there is filling, there must be pomiu] 
out, for He hath said, 'Out of the abnndar 
of the heart the mouth speaketh.' 

But I think we should look for somethin 
more direct and definite than this, 
all called to be the King's ambassadors, but a 
who have heard the messages of salvation I 
themselves are called to be ' the Lord's 
gers,' and day by day, as He gives us opportunity 
we are to deliver ' tlie I^ard's message unto tf 
people.' That message, as committed to HaggaJ 
was, 'I am with you, saitb the Lord.' Is th« 
not work enough for any lifetime in unfoldifl 
and distributing that one message to His ( 
people} Then, for those who are still &r ofl 
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BVe that equally lull message from our 
} to give out, which He has condensed foe 
a into the one word, ' Come I ' 

specially Bweet part of His dealings 
with His messengers that He always gives us 
the message for ourselves first. It is what He 
has first told us in darkness — that is, in the 
Becrecy of our own rooms, or at least of our 
own hearts — that He bids us speak in light 
And so the more we sit at His feet and watch 
to see what He has to say to ourselves, the more 
we shall have to tell to others. He docs not 
send' us out with sealed despatches, which we 
luiow nothing about, and with which we have no 
concern. 

There seems a aeven-fold sequence in His 
filling the lips of His messengers. First, they 
must be purified. The live coal from off the 
akar must he laid upon them, and He must 
By, ' Lo, this hath touched thy lips, and thine 
i&jqui^ is taken away, and thy sin is purged.' 
Then He will create the fruit of them, and this 
aeons to be the great message of peace, * Peace 
to him that is far off, and to him that is near, 
saith the Lord; and I will heal him' (see Isa. 
Ivii, 19). Then comes the prayer, 'O Lord, 
Open Thou my lips,' and its sure fuifilmeaL 
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For then come in the promises, 'Behold, 
have put My words in thy mouth,' and, 'Th* 
shall withal be fitted in thy lips.' Then, 
course, 'the lips of the righteous feed manji 
for the food is the Lord's own giving. Eveiji 
Ihing leads up to praise, and so we come nor 
to ' My mouth shall praise Thee with jtr?1tai 
Hps, when I remember Thee.' And lest i 
should fancy that 'when' rather implies that i 
is not, or cannot be, exactly always, we find'. 
that the mediation of Jesus throws this addei 
light upon it, ' By Him, therefore, let us oSi( 
the sacrifice of praise to God continually, 
is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to' (m 



pn, 



'His 



Does it seem a coming down from the mount 
to glance at one of our King's commandmen% 
which is specially needful and applicable to t 
matter of our lips being kept for Him ? ' Wal 
and pray, that ye enter not into temptatio 
None of His commands clash with or sup 
aede one another. Trusting does not ! 
watching; it tloes but complete and effectui 
iL Unwatchful trust is a delusion, and u 
trustful watching is in rain. Therefore let 
not either wilfully or carelessly enUr into temp^ 
tation, whether of place, or person, or topi^ 
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tt^tich has any tendency to endanger the keep- 
ing of our lips for Jesus. Let us pray that g 
may be more and more poured into our lips 
was into His, so that our speech may be ahiiay 
with grace. May they be pure, and sweet, and 
lovely, even as 'His lips, like lilies, dropping 
sweet-smelling myrrh.' 

We can hardly consider the keeping of onr 
lips without recollecting that upon them, more 
than all else (though not exclusively of all els^, 
depends that greatest of our responsibilities, our 
influence. We have no choice in the matter; we 
cannot evade or avoid it; and there is no more 
possibility of our limiting it, or even tracing its 
limits, than there is of setting a bound to the 
fer-vibrating sound-waves, or watching their flow 
through the invisible air. Not one sentence that 
passes these lips of ours but must be an invisibly 
|»olonged influence, not dying away into silence, 
but living away into the words and deeds of olh- 
eia. The thought would not be quite so oppres- 
mve if we could know what we have done and 
diall be continuing to do by what we have said. 
But we Hivcr can, as a matter of fict. We may 
trace it a httle way, and get a glimpse of some n 
tUJts for good or evil; but we never can see any 



more of it than we can see of a shooting 9t|H 
flashing' through the night with a momenta^* 
re\-elation of one step of its strange path. Even 
if the nest instant plunges it into apparent an- 
nihilation as it strikes the atmosphere of the 
. earth, we know that it is not really so, but that 
■ its mysterious material and force must be added 
to the complicated materials and forces with which 
k it has come in contact, with a modifying power 
I none the less real because it is beyond our ken, 
» And this is not comparing a great thing with a 
• gmall, hut a small thing with a great For what 
i is material force compared with moral force? 
what are gases, and vapours, and elements, com- 
, pared with souls and the eterniQ' for which they 
r are preparing I 

We all know that there is influence exerted by 
ft person's mere presence, without the uttetanca 
I of a single word, We are conscious of this 
I every day. People seem to carry an atmosphere 
' with them, which mus/ be breathed by those 
whom they approach. Some carry an atmos- 
phere in which ali unkind thoughts shrivel up 
and cannot grow into expression. Others cany 
one in which ' thoughts of Christ and things di- 
vine' never seem able to flourish. Ha\-e you not 
felt how a happy conversation about the thing3 wc 
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tore best is checked, or even strangled, 
entrance of one who is not in sympathy ? Out- 
dders have not a chance of ever really knowing 
what delightful intercourse we have one with 
anoth^ aix>ut these things, because their very 
presence chills and changes it. On the other 
band, how another person's incoming freshens 
and develops it and ^varrns us all up, and seems 
to give us, without the least conscious effort, a 
sortof/j/?/ 

If even unconscious and involuntary influence 
is such a power, how much greater must it be 
when the recognised power of words is added 1 

It has often struck me as a matter of obser- 
vadon, that open profession adds force to this 
influence, on whicliever side it weighs; and also 
that it has the effect of making many a word 
tnd act, which might in other hands have been 
BS nearly neutral as anything can be, tell with 
by no means neutral tendency on the wrong 
wde. Tlie question of Eliphaz comes with great 
force when applied to one who desires or pro- 
fesses to be consecrated altogether, life and lips: 
'Should hi reason with unprofitable talk, and 
with speeches whtrewiih me can do no good?' 
There is our standard I Idle words, which might 
have ^llen comparatively harmlessly from one 
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who had never named the Name of < 
may be a stumbling-block to inquirers, a s 
tioa to thoughtless juniors, and a grief 4 
thoughtful seniors, when ihey come from 1 
Tshich are professing to feed many. Even i 
lelligent talk on general subjects by sucbS 
one may be a chilling disappointment t 
aaWng heart, which had indulged the 1 
of getting help, comfort, or instruction in 1 
things of God by listening to the conversatio* 
It may be a lost opportunity of giving i 
gaining no one knows /loui much 1 

How well I recollect this disappointment J 
myself, ^ain and again, when a mere chilqj 
In those early seeking days I never 
understand why, sometimes, a good man whoj 
I heard preach or speak as if he loved ( 
very much, talked about all sorts of other tl 
when be came back from church or missionafJ 
meeting. I did so wish he would have talke<| 
about the Saviour, whom I wanted, but had i 
"bund. It would have been so much 
interesdng even to the apparently thoughtl^ 
and merry little girl. How could he help it 
wondered, if he cared for that Pearl of GiJ 
Price as I was sure I should care for it if I c 
only find iil And oh, why didn't they i 
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me about it, instead of about itiy lessons 
ir little girls at home? They did not 
how their conversation was observed and 
ared with their sennon or speech, and how 
ngry htde soul went empty away from the 
' table, 
lips of younger Christians may cause, in 
n, no less disappointment One sorrow- 
Bon I can never forget; and I will tell 
ihe story in hope that it may save others from 
causes of similar regret During a summer visit 
just after I had leil school, a class of girls about 
my own age game to me a few times for an 
hour's singing. It was very pleasant indeed, 
and the girls were delighted with the hymns. 
Thqr listened to all I had to say about time 
and expression, and not with less attetJtion to 
flte more shyly -ventured remarks about the 
words. Sometimes I accompanied them after- 
wards down the avenue; and whenever I met 
any of them I had smiles and plenty of kindly 
words for each, which they seemed to appreciate 
immensely. A few years afterwards I sat by 
the bedside of one of these girls — the most 
gifted of them all \vith both heart and head. 
She had been led by a wonderful way, and 
through long and deep suffering, into far clearci 
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'. light than I enjoyed, and had witnessed fo^ 
tiChrist in more vrays than one, and fiir mq| 
Ktoightly than I had ever done. She told i 
I'itow sorrowfully and eagerly she was seeki 
[ Jesus at the time of those singing classes. 
Il never knew it, because 1 never asked, 
[:llte was too shy to speak first I But she t 
I me more, and every word was a pang I 
I how she used to linger in the avenue on th^ 

Bummer evenings, longing that I wouid i 
i to her about the Saviour ; how she hoped, ■ 
I after week, that I would just stretch out a I 
f to help her, just say one little word that e 
Cbe God's message of peace to her, instead i 
L tiie pleasant, general remarks about the i 
hymns and tunes. And I never did 1 And A 
went on for months, I think for years, 
■ without the light and gladness which it m^ 
['have been my privilege to bring to her liW 
RGod chose other means, for the souls that ] 
^has given to Christ cannot be lost because I 
the unfaithfulness of a human ii 
she said, and the words often ring i 
when I am tempted to let an opportunity s 
'Ah, Miss F., I ought to have hecnjeurs/' 
Yes, it is true enough that we should ! 
forth His praise not only with our Ups, but J 
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I 'himself by saying that it was work 'all the sai 

bwid somebody had better" do it Do we 

P{|tct something hke this when we take the la 

■itandard, and spend our strength in just 

f- ourselves agreeable and pleasant, creating a 

P eral good impression in fevour of religion, si 

f ing that we can be all things to all men, i 

I that one who is supposed to be a citizen 

E file other world can be very well up in all I 

Lconcems this world ! This may be good, 

wta there nothing better? What does it profit' 

P.wc do make this favourable impression 

^ outsider, if we go no farther and do not use d 

p influence, gjined to bring him right inside ! 

fold, inside the only ark of safely? People 

not converted by this sort of work ; at any n 

/ never met or heard of any one. ' He thil 

it better for his quiet influence to tell I ' said 

aifectionately excusing relative of one who 1 

plenty of special opportunities of soul-winnS 

if he had only used his lips as well as his life 

his Master. 'And how many souls have h 

converted to God by his "quiet influence" 

these years f ' was my reply. And to that fli 

was no answer I For the silent shining was 

very beautiful in theory, but not one of 

Boany souls placed specially under his influe 
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. known to be brought out of darkness 
^marvellous light If they had, they rauat 
! been known, for such light can't help being 
seen. 

When one has even 3 glimmer of the tremen- 
iOHS difference between having Christ and being 
nithout Christ ; when one gets but one shud- 
denng glimpse of what eternity is, and of what 
!t must mean, as well as what it may mean, 
mthout Christ; when one gets but a flash of 
realization of the tremendous fact that all these 
neighbours of ours, rich and poor alike, will 
lua>e to spend that eternity either with Him or 
without Hira, — it is hard, very hard indeed, to 
understand how a man or woman can believe 
these things at all, and make no effort for any- 
thing beyond the temporal elevation of those 
bronnd, sometimes not even beyond their amuse- 
ments ! ' People must have entertainment,' they 
urge. I do not find that must in the Bible, but 
1 do find, ' We "lusl all stand before the judg- 
tnent-'Seat of Christ' And if you have any sort 
of belief in that, how can you care to use those 
lipa of yours, which might be a fountain of life 
to lie dying souls before you, merely to 'en- 
totain' them at your penny reading or other 
mtertainment ? As you sow, so-you reap. Tb« 






[ amusing paper is read, or the lively ballad i 
J dted, or the popular song sung, and you re 
I your har.-est of laughter or applause, and i 

complacence at your success i 
1 the people. And there it ends, when yoi 
^'have sown words from which you and they shonU 
p fruit unto life eternal. Is this worthy worif 
I for one who has been bought with such a j 

&at he must say, 



'Love 



myalf? 



So far from yielding 'all' to that rightfbl d 

J.mand of amazing love, he does not even yidd H 

Ffruit of hie lips to it, much less the lips thefi 

tfldveB, I CMinot refrain from adding, tlat e 

Dtiiis 4ower aim of 'entertaining' is by no mt 

K«o appreciated as is supposed As a cottager j 

T no more than average sense and intelligence t 

L marked, 'It was all so trifling at the reading j^ 

L wish gentlefolks would beheve that poor peop 

rlflce something better than what's just to i 

I &em laugh.' After all, nothing really pays Gk 

direct, straightforward, uncompromising woi^ 

about God and His works and word. Noth 

else ever made a man say, as a poor Irish 

did when he heard the Good News for the i 



fime, 'Thank ye, sir; j^u've taken the hunger 
off UB to-day I ' 

Jephlhah uttered all hb words before the Jxird; 
what about outs? Well, tliey o^e al! uttered be- 
ibre the Lord in one sense, whedier we will oi 
no; for there is not a word in my tcngue, but 
lo, Thou, Lord, knoweat it altogether I How 
solemn is this thought, but how sweet does it 
become when our words are uttered consciously 
before the Lord as we \^■alk in the light of His 
perpetual presence I Oh that we may so walk, 
that we may so speak, with kept feet and kept 
lipa, trustfully praying, ' Let the meditation of 
my heart and the words of my mouth be alway 
acceptable in Thy sight, O Lord, my Strength 
and my Redeemer I ' 

Bearing in mind that it is not only the words 
which pass their lightly-hinged portal, but our 
literal lips which are to be kept for Jesus, it can- 
not be out of place, before closing this chapter, to 
Buggest that they open both ways. What passes 
in should surely be considered as well as what 
passes out And very many of us are beginning 
to see that the command, 'Whether ye eat ca 
drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the gloi? 



1 
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LGod,' 13 not fully obeyed when we drink, merelj 
■Hlecause we like it, what is the very greatest o' 
Wuie to that glory in this realm of England. What' 
nuattei that we prefer taking it in a more refinei 
F'fbnn, if the thing itself is daily and actively am 
P Biightiiy working misery, and crime, and deaA,; 
it, and destruction to thousands, till the ciy theretd 
Paeems as if it must pierce the very heavens) 
r^d so it does — sooner, a great deal, than i 
K[^erccs the walls of our comfortable i 
Eoom I I only say here, you who have ! 
WTake my lips,' stop and repeat tliat prayer a 
Btime you put that to your lips which is bindi^j 
KnUQ and women hand and foot, and delive ' 
Ffiiem over, helpless, to Satan 1 Let those word 
b pass once more from your he^rt out through yo^ 
L'lips, and I do not think you will feel comfortaHi 
' in letting the means of such infernal work p 
through them. 
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CHAPTER VII. 



y^HE silver and the gold is Mine, saith the 
Lord of Hosts. ' Yes, every coin we 
s literally our 'Lord's money.' Simple 
belief of this fact is the stepping-stone to full 
consecration of what He has given us, whether 
much or little. 

' Then you mean to say we are never to spend 
anything on ourselves?' Not so. Another &ct 
must be considered, ^the fact that our Lord has 
given us our bodies as a special personal charge, 
■ad that we are responsible for keeping thes« 
bodies, according to the means given and the 
work required, in working order for Him. This 
is part of our ' own work.' A master entrusts a 
workman with a delicate machine, with which 
bis appointed work is to be done. He also pro- 
rides him with a sum of money with which he 
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is to procure all that may be necessary for kefl 

ing the machine in thorough repair. Is it E 
I obvious that it is the man's distinct duty to i 

to this faithrully? Would he not be filing- 1 
I iuty if he chose to spend it all on somethiflf 

■'or somebody else's work, or on a i 

nis master, fancying that would please him t 
, while the machine is creaking and \ 

for want of a 'little oil, or working badly i 
'.want of a new band or screw? Just : 
. are to spend what is really needful oit oursel>«^ 

because it is our charge to do so; but not _; 

ourselves, because we are not our own, but c 
(- Master's, He who knoweth our frame, kno) 

its needs of rest and medicine; food and do( 
and the procuring of these for our i 
^. eitniated bodies should be done just as i 

'for Jesus' as the greater pleasure of procurij 
^<them for some one else. Therefore there i 

no quibbling over tlie assertion that coin 
I (cration is not real and complete while i 
1 looking upon a single shilling as our own 1 
\ ido what we like with. Also the principle a 
f«xactly the same, whether we are sj 
T. pence or pounds; it is our Lord's 
Itnd must not be spent without refeience <\ 



^^^BnTn^^ 'iiSt «m.i> itstr riyk jam. ien ' 

^^^Bieii we have aske'd.Him to take, and con- 
^^Hgjy trust Him to kecji' our money, 'shop- 
^^K' becomes a differenf ' tbing. We look up 
^^KiT Lord for guidance ta'-tay out His money 
H^denily and rightly, and-&3 He would have 
Ua lay it out. The gift or garment is selected 
consciously under His eye, and.-U3;h coascloua 
reference to Him as our own.^jcifir Master, 
for whose sake we shall give it, or in whose 
service we shall wear it, and whose-'own sil- 
ver or gold wc shall pay for it, and th^o-'ttis all 
right '--'''■. I 

But have you found out that it is one ftPthe 
secrets of the Lord, that when any of His At^f' , 
children turn aside a little bit after having onto-.", 
entered the blessed path of true and conscious' 
consecration. He is sure to send them some 
little punishment f He will not let us go back 
without a sharp, even if quite secret, reminder. 
Go and spend ever such a little without refer- 
ence to Him after you have once pledged the 
filver and gold entirely to Him, and see if you 
are not in some way rebuked for it ! Very 
often by being permitted to find that you have 
ll made a mistake in your purchase, or that in 
I some way it does not prosper. If you 'observe 
^^KK things,' you will tind that the more cloself 
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we are walking with t>ur. Lord, the more imir 
diate and unmistakeahle' will be His grado 
rebukes when we sw.3rve in any detail of t 
full consecration ti> which He has called i 
And if you have ■already experienced and recc 
nised this paitof His personal dealing with i 
you will kngw .also how we love and bless Hi 
for it 

There js always a danger that just becai 
we s^y.^'ill,' we may practically fall shorter th 
if,wi;_iiad only said 'some,' but said it v£ 
dsfinltely, God recognises this, and provid 
.against it in many departments. For instant 
■ though our time is to be 'all' for Him, yet I 
solemnly sets apart the one day in seven whi 
is to be specially for Him. Those who thii 
they know better than God, and profess tf 
every day is a Sabbath, little know what floe 
gates of temptation they are opening by bei 
so very wise above what b written. God kno 
best, and that should be quite enough for ew 
loyal heart So, as to money, though we pla 
it all at our Lord's disposal, and rejoice to spc; 
it all for Him directly or indirectly, yet I a 
quite certain it is a great help and safeguai 
, what is more, a matter of simple abe 



i' Ahb '66ta lort rac jitsuB. le^' 

Kb) the spirit of His comma.nd5, to set a^de 

nite and regular proportion or our income 

edpts for His direct servica It is a great 

ike to suppose that tlie law of giving the 

I to God is merely Levitical. ' Search and 

h' for yourselves, and you will find that it is 

p the Sabbath, a (ar older rule, running aii 

igh the Bible, * and endorsed, not abrogated, 

t Himself For, speaking of tithes. He 

' These ougi/ ye to have done, and not to 

f the other undone. ' To dedicate the tenth 

; have is mere duty; charity begins 

1 it; free-will offerings and ihank-offeringa 

d that again. 

it-fhiits, also, should be thus specially set 

This, loo, we find running all through 

There is a tacit appeal to our grati- 

le suggesdon of them, — the very word 

junty received and bounty in prospect. 

'the first of the first-fruite into the 

E of the Lord thy God,' was like 'saying 

«' for all the plenty He was going to be- 

f on the faithful Israelite. Something of 

» Cta. BV. xa, nviii. 22; Lev. iKvii. 30, 32; Num. 
11; Dent. xlv. a2: 2 Chion. xiai. 5, 6, 12; Neh. » 
|r44, idli, 11; Mai. iii. 8, la; Matt inn. 33; UHt 

i t Cor. xvi. 3; lieb. vii. S. 
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gladness, too, seems always implied. 'Tlie day 

of the first-truils' was to be a day of rejoicing 

(compare Num. x.tviii. z6 with Deut xvl lo, 

li). There is also an appeal to lojulty; we 

' we commanded to honour the Lord with the 

b first-fruits of all our increase. And that is the 

■Aray to prosper, for the next word is, 'So shall I 

^7 bams be filled with plenty.' The friend wbag 

t called my attention to this command, -i 
lat the setting apart fiist-fruits — -making a \ 
Eportion for God's work a first charge upon t 
Mme — always seemed to bring a blessing i 
Liihe rest, and that since this had been system: 
'■ cally done, it actually seemed to go ferther ti 
V .when not thus lessened. 

Presenting our first-fruits should be a 

lelightful act, as they are themselves the embloj 

f our consecrated relationship to God, Forfl 

■n will begat He us by the word of tniqj 

; should be a kind of first-fruits of I 

iatures. How sweet and hallowed and r 

^-emblematic our little acts of obedience in 

I Tnatter become, when we throw this light up( 

them I And how blessedly they may remind \ 

of the heavenly company, singing, as it v 

new song before the throne; for they are the fi 

uits unto God and to the Lamb. 



Perhaps we sliall find no better plan of de- 
lailed and systematic setting apart ihan the New 
Testament one: 'Upon the first day of the week ' 
let every one of you lay by him in store, as God 
^th prospered him.' The very act of literally ■ 
fiilGlling this apostolic command seems to bring I 
a blessing with it, as all simple obedience does. 
I wish, dear friends, you would try it I Yoa 
will find it a sweet reminder on His own day 
of this part of your consecration. You will find 
it an immense help in making the most of your 
little charities. The regular inflow will guide | 
the outflow, and ensure your always having | 
tanelking for any sudden call for your Mas- 
ter's poor or your Master's cause. Do not . 
by you are 'afraid you could not keep to 
it' What has a consecrated life to do with 
being 'afraid'? Some of us could lell of such 
sweet and singular lessons of trust in this mat- 
ter, that tliey are written in golden letters of 
bve on our memories. Of course there will 
be trials of our faith in this, as well as in < 
everything else. But every trial of our feith , 
is but a trial of His faithfulness, and is ' much ' 
more precious than gold which pcrishedi.' 

'What about self-denial?' sorae reader will 
Consecration does not supersede this, but 
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transfigures it Literally, a consecrated life i 
and must be a life of denial of self But aH 
the effort and pain of it is changed into \ 
delighL We love our Master; we know, ! 
and absolutely, that He is listening and v 
ing our every word and way, and thai He i 
called us to the privilege of walking 'wordiy o 
the Lord unto all pleasing.' And in so fer a 
this is a reality to us, the identical things w" 
are still suM-dmial in one sense, become a 
st\i-delighl in another. It may be self-denial I 
us to turn away from something within reach. Q 
our purse which it would be very convenient 5 
pleasant to possess. But if the Master lifted Q 
veil, and revealed Himself standing at c 
and let us hear His audible voice asking us t 
reserve the price of it for His treasury, shot ' 
we talk about self-denial then p Should we r 
be utterly ashamed to think of it? or rathem 
should we, for one instant, think about s 
or self-denial at all ? Would it not be an t 
imaginable joy to do what He asked us to 
with that money? But as long as His 1 
nnchangeable promise stands written in K 
word for us, 'Lo, I am with you akuay,' \ 
may be sure that He is with us, and that K 
' 's as certainly on our opened or half-ope 



parse as it was on the treasury, when He sat 
over against it and saw the two mites cast in. 
So let us do our shopping 'as seeing Him who 
is invisible' 

I It is important to remember that there is no 
much or little In God's sight, except as relativdy 
to our means and willingness. ' For if there be 
fiist a willing mind, it is accepted according to 
that a man hath, and not according to that he 
bath not' He knows what we have not, as well 
as what we have. He knows all about the low 
wag^ in one sphere, and the small allowance, 
or the fixed income with rising prices in another. 
And it is not a question of paying to God what 
can be screwed out of these, but of giving Him 
all, and then holding all at His disposal, and 
taking His orders about the disposal of all. 

But I do not see at all how self-indulgence 
and needless extravagance can possibly co-exist 
■with tfue consecration. If we really never do 
go without anylLing for the Lords sake, but, 
jost because He has graciously given us means, 
always supply for ourselves not only every need 
but 'every notion,' 1 think it is high time we 
looked into the matter before God, Why should 
only those who have limited means have the priv- 
! of offering to their Lord that which his 
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really cost them something to offer?" Observej 
it is not mn-ufi- going without something^ 
would naturally like to have or do, but 
without it _/br Jesus' sakt. Not, ' I will go wl 
out it, because, after all. I can't verj' well afibd^' 
it;' or, 'because I really ought to subsoibO' 
to so anci so;' or, 'because I daresay I 
be glad I have not spent Ihe money : ' but, 
wili do without it, because I do \rant to dot! 
a little more for Him who so lovea me — juat 
that much more than I could do if I did thisi 
other thing.' I fancy this is more often the 
heart language of those who have to cut and 
contrive, than of those who are aWe to give, 
liberally without any cutting and contriving zt 
all. The veo" abundance of God's good ff!^, 
too often hinders from the privilege and ddi{^. 
uf really doing without something superflnou 
or comfortable or usual, that they may give Jul 
that much more to their Lord. What a pily 1 

The following quotation may (I hope it will 
touch some conscience : — ' A gentleman one 
told us that his wine bill was /"loo a j-ear- 
more than enough to keep a Scripture 
always at work in some populous district Al 
; is one of the countless advantages of tot 

dinence th»t it at once sets free a certitn 
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of money for such work. Smoking, 
a. habit not only injurious to the health 
in a vast majority of cases, and, to our mind, 
very unbecoming in a "temple of the Holy 
Ghost," but also one which squanders money 
which might be used for the Lord. Expense! 
in dress might in most people be curtailed ; 
expensive tastes should be denied ; and simplic- 
ity in all habits of life should be a mark of the 
fi^llowers of Him who had not where to lay His 
bead.' 

And again; 'The self-indulgence of wealthy 
Christians, who might largely support the Lord's 
work with what they lavish upon their houses, 
their tables, or their personal expenditure, is very 
sad K) Bee. " * 

Here the question of jewellery seems to come 
In. Perhaps it was an instance of the gradual 
lowing of the details of consecration, illustrated 
on page 27, but I will confess tliat when I 
wrote, 'Take my silver and my gold,' it never 
dawned on me that anything was included 
beyond the coin of the realm ! But the Lord 
'leads on sofdy,' and a good many of us have 
been shown some capital bits of unenclosed but 
easily enclosable ground, which have yielded 
• Ciriitian Progress, vol. iii. pp. aj, ifi. 
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'pleasant fruit' Yes, vtry pleasant fruit 

is wonderfully nice to light u|Kin 

that we really never thought of as a possil 

gift to our Lord, and just to gi 

away, to Him. I do not press the matter, 

1 do ask my lady friends to give it fair ! 

candid and prayerful consideration. Which 

you really care most about — a diamond on 

finger, or a star in the Redeemer's kingdo 

shining for ever and ever ? That is what 

comes to, and there I leave it 

On the other hand, it is veiy possible to 
feirly feithful in much, and yet unfaithful in ti 
which is least We may have thought 
our gold and silver, and yet have been 
gether thoughtless about our rubbish ! 
have a habit of hoarding away old garment 
'pieces,' remnants, and odds and ends generally 
under the idea that they 'will o 
some day ; ' very likely setting it up as a. kind 
mild virtue, backed by that noxious eld sayii 
' Keep it by you seven years, and you'll fi 
a use for it.' And so the shabby things j 
shabbier, and moth and dust doth corrupt, a 
the drawers and places get choked and crowded 
and meanwhile all this that is sheer rubbish 1 
you might be made useful at once, to a degr< 
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Mid what you would guess, to some poor 
ion. 

1^ would be a nice variety for the clever fingers 

j|. lady's maid to be set to work to do up old 

; tidy woman may be found in al- 

t every locality who knows how to contrive 

"ren'a things out of what seems to you on!y 

r the rag-bag, either for her own litUe ones 

3se of her neighbours. 

my sister trimmed 70 or 80 hats every spring 

reral years with the contents of friends" 

^h drawers, thus relieving dozens of poor 

i who liked their children to 'go tidy 

iSunday,' and also keeping down finery hi 

k .Sunday school. Those who literally ful- 

I her request for 'rubbish' used to marvel 

results. 

e scraps of carpet, torn old curtains, Med 
I, and all such gear, go a wonderfully long 
t towards making poor cottagers and old 
; people comfortable, I never saw any- 
f in this 'rubbish' hne yet that could not 
tamed to good account somehow, ivith a 
r-wnna'iTw^ of the poor and their discom- 

iwisli my lady reader would just leave this 
b<tiOWj and go straight up-stairs and ha\-e % 



good ruminage at once, and see what can be 
thus cleared out If she does not tnow the 
right recipients at first hand, let her send it oft" 
lo the nearest working cleigymans wife, and see 
how gratefully it will be received I For it is a 
great trial to workers among the poor not to be 
able to supply the needs they see. Such sup- " 
plies are far more useful than treble their smali^ 
money value. M 

Just a word of earnest pleading for need^-I 
closely veiled, but very aore, which might bM 
wonderfully lightened if this wardrobe over-haafcj 
ing were sj'stematic and faithful. There are huOf^ 
dreds of poor clergjinen's families lo whom %J 
few old garments or any household oddmeniM 
are as great a charity as to any of the poor undt^ 
their charge. There are two Societies for aiding 
these with such gifts, under initials which an^ 
explained in the Reports: die P.P.C Society-^j 
Secretary, Miss Breay, Battenhall Place, Woi^J 
cester; and the A.F.D. Society — Secretary, £Ii|^| 
liinton, 4 York Place, Clifton. I only ask n^| 
hdy friends to send for a report to either qH 
these devoted secretaries; and if their hearts d^t 
not so touched *by the cases of brave and ^^| 
ler need that they go forthwith to wardrobes ail^| 
Bi4rawers to see what can be spared ajid senl^ tl>9l 
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3 harder than I give Englishwomen 



; is no bondage in consecration. The 
! are opposites, and cannot co-exist, 
• teach less mingle. We should suspect our con- 
secration, and' come afresh to our great Coun- 
sellor about it, directly we have any sense of 
bondage. As long as we have an unacknowl- 
edged feeling of fidget about our account-book, 
and a smothered wondering what and how much 
we 'ought' to give, and a hushed-up wishing 
the tiling had not been put quile so strongly be- 
fore us, depend upon it we have not said unre- 
servedly, 'Take my silver and my gold.' And 
how can the .Lord keep what He has not beeip 
sincerely asked to take ? 

Ah I if we had stood at the foot of the Cross, 
and watched the tremendous payment of our 
rtdemplion with the precious blood of Christ, 
— if we had seen that awful price told out, drop 
by drop, from His own dear patient brow and 
torn hands and feet, till it was ALL paid, and 
the central word of eternity was uttered, '// *f 
finiihtdf ' should we not have been ready to say, 
'N^ a mile will I withhold I ' 
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My Jewels. 

'Shall I hold them back— my jewels ? 

Time has travelled muny a da.y 
Since I laid ihem by for ever. 

Safely locking them away; . 
And I thought them yielded wholly. 

When 1 dated no longer wear 
Gems conti^istlng, oh, so sadly I 

With the [idoriiiiig 1 would bear. 

•Shall I keep Ihem still — my jewels? 

Shall I, can I yet withhold 
From that living, loving Saviotir 

Aught of silver or of gold ? 
Gold so needed, that His gospel 

May resound from sea to sea; 
Can I know Christ's service lacketh, 

Yetforget HU"untoMc"l 

' No; I lay them down — my jewels, 
Truly on the altar now. 
Stay I I see a vision passing 
Of a gem -encircled browi 
Heavenly treasure worn by Jesus, 

Souls won through my gift outpoured! 
Freely, gliJly I "ill offcc 
Jewels thus to crown my Lord I ' 

— From Womiafi 
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CHAPTER Via. 



[©ur Intfllccts ftqjt for Scsus. 



pHERE are two distinct sets of tempEations 
which assail those who have, or think 
p have, rather less, and those who have, or 
\ they have, rather more Ihan an average 
^ of intellect ; while those who have neither 
■ more are generally open in some degree 
^th. The refuge and very present help 
h is the same, The intellect, whether 
small, which is committed to the 
eeping, will be kept and will be used 

S former cla^ are tempted to think them- 
\ excused from effort to cultivate and use 
' small intellectual gifis; to suppose thqf 
r need not seek to win souls, because 
[ not so clever and apt in speech as 
; to attribute to want of gift what is 
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-ElS 



I 



really want of grace; to hide the ore Calenl 
because it is not five. Let me throw out a 
thought or two for these. 

Which is greatest, gifts or grace? Gifts are 

.^ven 'to every man according to his several 

sbility.' That is, we have just as much given 

God kno«'s we are able to use, and what He 

ows we can best use for Him. ' Ilut unto _ 
eveiy one of us is given gract accordin 
measure of the gift of Christ' Claiming s 
using that royal measure of grace, you i 
and can, and will do more for God than | 
mightiest intellect in the world without it 
which, in the clear light of His Word, is 1 
to be most effectual, the natural ability whj 
at its best and fullest, without Christ, 
nothing ' (observe and believe that word !), 
the grace of our Almighty God and the j 
of the Holy Ghost, which is as free to yc 
it ever m is to any ore ? 

If you are responsible for making use of y 
limited gift, are you not equally responsible 
making use of the grace and power which I 



I be had for the asking, which ; 



yours 



n Christ, and which a 



■t limited ? 
that when there i 
great natural gif^ people give the credit i 
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jK, instead of to the grace which alone did 
I real work, and thus God is defrauded of 
k glory? So that, to say it reverently, God 
pi get more glory out of a feeble instrument, 
Unse then it is more obvious that the 
mcy of the power is of God and not of 

It henceforth say, 'Most gladly, Ihere- 

, will I rather glory in my infirmities, that 

■er of Christ may rest upon me ' ? 

t you really believe that the Holy Spirit 

t aa able to draw a soul to Jesus, if Ha 

y your whisper of the one word ' Comt, 

I eloquent sermon an hour long? /dot 

: same time, as it is evidently God's way 

rork through ihese intellects of ours, we have 

! right to expect Him to use a mind 

s are wilfully neglecting, and taking no 

S whatever to fit for His use, than I should 

ixpect you to write a beautiful inscrip- 

ft^wilh my pen. if I would not take the trouble 

pipe it and mend it 

t latter class are tempted to rely on their 
1 gifts, and to act and speak in their own 
th; to go on loo fast, without really looking 
:iy step, and for every word ; to spend 
d's time in polishing up their intellect^ 
ally for the sake of influence and power. 
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and so forth, while really, down at the bottom, 
it 13 for the sake of the keen enjoyment of the 
process; and perhaps, most of all, to spend the 
strength of these intellects 'for that which doth 
not profit,' in j-ielding to the specious snare sf/ 
eading clever books 'on both sides,' and eatin] 
deliberately of the tree of the knowledge 01 
good and evil. 

The mere mention of these temptations shonl<I. 
be sufficient appeal to conscience. If constS' 
cration is to be a reality anywhere, should i 
not be in the very thing which you ow-n as al^^^ 
extra gift from God, and which is evidenl^ 
closest, so to speak, to His direct action, 
upon spirit? And if the very strength of yoal 
intellect has been your weakness, will you not 
entreat Him to keep it henceforth really and^ 
entirely for Himself? It is so good of Ilinj 
to have given you something to lay at His fee^ 
shall not this goodness lead you to lay it atf 
(here, and never hanker after taking it back for 
yourself or the world ? Do you not feel that in' 
veiy proportion to the gift you need the special' 
keeping of it? He may lead you by a way yo(^ 
know not in the matter ; very likely He wil 
show you that you must be willing to be a 
for His sake first, before He will condes 



: you much for His glory. Will you look 
pinto His face and' say, 'A^u/ willing'? 

He who made every power can use every 
power — memory, judgment, imagination, quick- 
ness of apprehension or insight; specialties of 
mu^cal, poetical, oratorical, or artistic faculty; 
special tastes for reasoning, philosophy, history, 
natural science, or natural history, — all these 
may be dedicated to Him, sanctified by Him, 
and used by Him, Whatever He has given. He 
will use, if we will- let Him. Often, in the most 
unespected ways, and at the most unexpected 
turns, something read or acquired long ago sud- 
denly comes into use. We cannot foresee what 
will thus ' come in useful ' ; but He knew, when 
He guided us to learn it, what it would be 
wanted for in His service. So may we not ask 
Him to bring His perfect foreknowledge to bear 
on all our mental training and storing? to guide 
us to read or study exactly what He knows there 
will be use for in the work to wliich He has 
called or will call us? 

Nothing is more practically perplexing to a 
foung' Christian, whose preparation lime is not 
quite over, or perhaps painfully limited, than to 
'\flOV what is most worth studying, what is reall] 






the best investment oF the golden houra, whil 
yet the time is not come Rir the field of acti\ 
work to be fully entered, and the ' thorough] 
furnishing' of the raind is the evident path c 
present duty. Is not His name called 'Com 
sellor'? and wiU He not be faithful to tfc 
promise of His name in this, as wdl as i 
all else? 

The same applies to every subsequent stagi 
Only let us be perfectly clear about the princip 
that our intellect is not our own, either to cu 
tivate, or to use, or to enjcy, and that Jesi 
Cirist is our real and ever-present Counsello 
and then there will be no more worry aboi 
what to read and how much to read, and whetl 
er to keep up one's accomplishments, or one 
languages, or one's 'ologics'l If the Master hi 
need of them, He will show us; and if K 
has not, what need have we of them? If v 
go forward without His leading, we may thro 
away some lalent, or let it get too rusty f! 
use, which would have been most valuable wh( 
other circumstances arose or different work wi 
given. We must not think that ' keeping ' meai 
not using at all 1 What we want is to have g 
our powers kept for His use. 

In this they will probably find ^ higher d 



OUH tXTKLLECTS KEPT FOB JESUS. 121 



^^^Hament than in any other sort of use. I tnow 
^^^H fo which the effect of real consecmtion on 
fSere mental development has been obvious and 
surprising to all around. Yet it is only a con- 
firmation of what I believe to be a great princi- 
ple, viz. that iie Lord mukes the most of ■mhat- 
tver is jmresenxdly surrendered to Him. There 
will always be plenty of waste in what we try 
to cut out for oiirsclves. But He wastes no 
material I 
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CHAPTER IX. 
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PERHAPS there is no point in which cxpeo 
tition has been so limited by experienci 
BS this. We believe God is able to do for ui 
just so much as He has already done, and nc 
more. We take it for granted a line must b( 
drawn somewhere; and so we choose to dray 
it where experience ends, and faith would havi 
to begin. Even if we have trusted and provet 
Him as to keeping our members and oui 
minds, faith fails when we would go deepei 
and say, 'Keep my will I' And yet the onlj 
reason we have to give is, that though wi 
have asked Him to take our will, we do no 
sxactly find that it is altogether His, but tha 
self-will crops up again and again. And what 
ever flaw there might be in diis argument, w» 
thiiik the matter is quite settled by the fact tha 



"3 

! whom we rightly esteem, and who are 
"better than ourselves, have the same expe- 
'"'rience, and do not even seem to think it right 
to hope for anything better. That is conclu- 
sive ! And the result of this, as of evtry other 
£iithiess conclusion, is either discouragement 
and depression, or, still woree, acquiescence in 
xn unyielded will, as something that can't be 
helped. 

Now let us turn from our thoughts to God's 
thoughts. Verily, they are not as ours 1 He 
ttys He is able to do exceeding abundantly 
above all that we ask or think. Apply this 
here: We ask hira to take our wills and make 
Aem His. Does He or does He not mean 
what He says? and if He does, should we not 
trust Him to do this thing that we have asked 
and longed for, and not less but more? 'la 
anylhing too hard for the Lord ? ' ' Hath He 
teoA, and shall He not do it ? ' and if He gives 
ns feith to believe that we have the petition 
that we desired of Him, and with it the un- 
speakable rest of leaning our will wholly upon 
His love, what ground have we for imagining 
that this is necessarily to be a mere fleeting 
shadow, which is hardly to last an hour, but is 
wcettariiy to be esdiausted ere the next breath 
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' of trial or temptation comes? Does He moi! 

fefDur longing by acting as I have seen i 

t to a child, by accepting some triflii^ 
) intrinsic value, just to please the litg 

I tie one, and then throwing it away as soon t 
Ihe child's attention is diverted? Is not thf) 
taking rather the pledge of the keeping, if \ 
will but entrust Him fearlessly with it? We givft'. 
Him no opportunity, so to speak, of proving Hit>i 
(aithfulness to this great promise, because we a 
not fulfil the condition of receprion, believing' 
it But we readily enough believe instead tCH 
that we hear of the unsatisfactory experiend 
of others I Or, start from anotlier word. Jrf 
said, ' I know that Thou canst do everything^ 
and we turn round and say, 'Oh yes, everythiir( 
exce/ii keeping my will I ' Dare we add, 'An 
I know that Thou canst not do that'? Yatt 
that is what is said every day, only in oth 
words; and if not said aloud, it is said ; 
Ruthless hearts, and God hears it. What i& 
'Almighty' mean, if it does not mean, as i 
teach our liRle children, 'able to do tm 
Aing V -^_ 

We have asked this great thing many a tifit^ 
without, perhaps, realizing how great a petitioBi' 
: singing, in the old morning hyvtx^ 
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I my first springs of thought and will I ' 
! goes to the root of the matter, only it 

l^ies that the will has been alreatiy surren- 
dered to Him. that it may be wholly kept and 
guarded 

It may be that we have not sufficiently re- 
alised the sin of the only alternative. Our 
wills belong either to self or to God. It may 
aeem a small and rather excusable sin in man's 
sight to be self-willed, but see in what a cate~ 
gory of iniquity God puts it I (2 PeL iL la) 
And certainly we are mthoul excuse when we 
have such a promise to go upon as, ' It is God 
ijiat worketh in you both to iw// and to do of 
His pleasure.' How splendidly this meets our 
very deepest helplessness, — 'worketh in you to 
VjQll' Oh, let us pray for ourselves and for 
each other, that we may know ' what is the 
exceeding greatness of His power tc u sward 
whc believe.' It does not say, 'to usward wlio 
fear and doubt;' for if we will not believe, 
DCtlher shall we be established. If we will not 
believe what God says He can do, we shall see 
![ with our eyes, but we shall not eat thereof. 
JXhey could not enter in because of unbelieC " 

~\ b most comforting to remember that the 
I promise, ' Thy peijple shall be wilhng in 
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the day of Thy power,' is made by the FalK 
to Christ HimselE The Lord Jesus holds t 
promise, and God will fulftl it to Him. 
will make us willing because He has promia 
Jesus that He will do so. And what ia 
made willing, but having our will taken i 
kept? 

All true surrender of the will is based apt 
love and knowledge of, and confidence in^ 1 
one to whom it is surrendered. We have I 
human analogy so often beforft our eyes, 
it is the more strange we should be so slow it 
own even the possibility of it as to God, 
it thought anything so very extraordinary a 
high-flown, when a bride deliberately pre/a 
wearing a colour which was not her own t 
or choice, because her husband likes to see h 
in it? Is it very unnatural that it is no distn 
to her to do what he asks her to dc, or to { 
with him where he asks her to come, 
out question or explanation, instead of doinj 
what or going where she would undoubtei 
ha^'e preferred if she did not know 
him? Is it very surprising if this lasts I 
the wedding day, and if year after year 
finds it her greatest pleasure to pica 
quite irrespective of what used to be her i 
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wajrs and likings? Yet in this case she is i 
helped by any promise or power on his pait to 
make her wish what he wishes. But He who 
ao wonderfully condescends to call Himself the 
Biidegroom of His church, and who claims our 
fullest love and trust, has promised and has 
power to work in us to will. Shall we not ■ 
claim His promise and rely on His mtghq' 
power, and say, not self-con fidently, but look- 
ing only unto Jesus — 



Only in proportion as our own will is sunen- 
deied, are we able to discern the splendour of 
God's will. 

For oh ! il is a splendour, 

Aglowofmajesly, , 

A inyslery or beauty 

If we will only 'sec; 
A very eload or glory 

Enfoldmg you and me. 
A splendour that is lighted 

At one transcendent flame, 
^ • The vrondrous Love, the perfect LorCi 

Our Father's sweeteit name; 
For His Name and very Essence 

And His WUl arc aU the mme 1 
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Conversely, in proportion as we see this 
t^our of His will, we shall more readily or mor* 
fiiUy surrender our own. Not until we have pr*^ 
ented our bodies a living sacrifice tgn we provfti 
itat is that good, and perfect, and acceptable; 
i of God. But in thus proving it, this con?', 
Utual presentation will be more and more se^ 
be our reasonable service, and becomes mortf 
i more a joyful sacrifice of praise. 
The connection in Romans xii. i, 3, betweeo^ 
tour sacrifice which He so graciously calb acceptor' 
0>le to Himself, and our finding out that His wUP 
B acceptable to ourselves, is very striiing, Oaj 
1 for this connection may be that only Iw 
1 really understand love, and love on bo^ 
s at the bottom of the whole transacdcffli 
s results. First, He loves us. Then X^ 
i^very of this leads us to love Him. Theij 
>e He loves us, He claims us, and desira 
e us whoOy yielded to His will, so that tt 
rations of love in and for us may find H 
iadrance. Then, because we love Him we re 
fnise His claim and yield ourselves. Then, h 
r thus yielded, He draws us nearer to Him^ 
1 admits us, so to speak, into closer intimacy 

'Now je Aaae consecraled yourselves unto the Lorf, 
it' (2 Chum. zxix. 31). 



n that we gain nearer and truer views of His per- 
fections. Then the unity of these perreclions be- 
comes clearer to us. Now we not only see His 
justice and mercy flowing in an undivided stream 
from tiic cross of Clirisl, but we see that they 
never were divided, though ihe strange distor- 
tioos of the dark, false glass of sin made them 
appear so, but that both are but emanations of 
God's holy love. Then having known and be- 
Ueved this holy love, we see further that Hia 
will is not a separate thing, but only love (and 
l^erefore all His attributes) in action; love being 
file primary essence of His being, and all the 
odier attributes manifestations and combinations 
of that ineffable essence, for God is Love. Then 
this will of God which has seemed in old fer-off 
days a stem and fateful power, is seen to be 
Mily love energized; love saying, 'I will.' And 
when once we really grasp this (hardly so much 
by fiaJth as by love itself), the will of God can- 
not be otherwise than acceptable, for it is no 
longer a question of trusting that somehow or 
other there ia a hidden element of lore in ii, 
bot of understanding that it w love; no more 
to be dissociated from it than the power of the 
sun's rays can be dissociated from their light 
and wanntli. And love recognised must surel; 



be love accepted and reciprooited. So, a^ th 
Einded sternness of God's will ia lost in H 
love, the stubborn ness of our will becomt 
melted in that love, and lost in our accsp 
ance of iL 



'TaltE Thine own way wilh me, dear Lord, 
Thou coDst not otherwise Ihaa bless; 
I launch nie forth upon a sea 

Of boundless love and lendemea. 

• I could not choose a larger bliss 

Than to be wholly Thine; and mine 
A will whose highesl joy is ihis, 
To ceaselessly unclasp in Thlae. 

■ 1 wiU not fear Thee, my God I 
The days to come can only bring- 
Their perfect sequences of love. 
Thy la^er, deeper cooiforting. 

pTCthin the shadow of this love, 

Loss doth transmule itself to gain; 
^ Faith veils earth's sorrows in lis light, 

id straightway lives above her paio. 

l*We ate not losers thus; we share 
The petfpct gladness of the Son, 
Not conquered — for, behold, we reign; 
Conquered and Conquemr oie one. 
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fhy wonderfiil grand will, ray God 1 
Triumphanlly I make it mine; 
I And faiUi shall breaU.e her glad '■ Amen " 
To every dear command of Thine, 

^Beneath the Eplendour of Thy choice, 

Thy perfect choice for me, I teat; 
I -Outside it now I dai-e not live, 

lust need^ be blest. 

I UennwHie my spirit anchors calm 
f In grander regions slill than this; 
IrThe fair, fkr-shloing latitudes 
Of that yet unexplortd bliss. 

RThen may Thy perfect, glorious will 
1 Be evermore fulfilled in me, 
t.And make my life an answ'ring chord 
Of glad, responsive harmony. 

Oh I it is life indeed lo live 
WitMa this kingdom strangely sweet 
■ And yel we feat to enter in, 

And linger with imwilling feet. 

pWe fear this wondrous rule of Thine, 

'e have not reached Thy heirtj 
I Mot venturing our all on Thee, 

We ma; not know how good Tliou art.' 

Jrah Sofhia PiGon. 
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t* T T is a good thing that the heart be esabl 
{_ -1- wiin gracCj ana yet some of us go on as il 
it were not a good thing even to hope foi It t( 

We should be ashamed to say that we 1 

iaved treacherously to a friend; that we 1 

Efikyed him false again and again; that we \ 

said scores of times what we did not really n 
W^nm. we had professed* and promised what, i 
; while, we had no sort of purpose of f 
Lfonning, We should be ready to ( 
next ship to New Zealand rather than calm 
own to all this, or rather than ever face i 
friends again after we had owned it And j 
we are not ashamed (some of us) to say tha 
are always dealing treacherously with our L 
nay, mare, we own it with an inexplicable c 
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, aa if there were a kind of virtue i. 
; how fickle and ^thless and desperately 1 
' hearts are; and we actualiy plume 1 
elves on the easy confession, which we think J 
3 our humility, and which does not lower I 
1 the eyes of others, nor in our own eyes, 
f.so much as if we had to say, 'I have told j 
'I have broken my promise.' Nay, 
I, we have not the slightest hope, and there- 1 
t not the smallest intention of a 
ierly different state of things. Well for us if j 
pdo not go a step farther, and cali those by | 
i and false names who do seek to have a 
iblished heart, and who believe that as the | 
1 meant what He said when He promised, 
) good thing will He widihold from them 1 
t walk uprightly,' so He will not withhold 1 
h good thing. 
toyer must be based upon promise, bu^ i 
God, His promises are always broader ] 
ti our prayers. No fear of building inverted .] 

! here, for Jesus Christ is the foundation, 

I this and all the other 'promises of God ia J 

c are yea, and in Him amen, nnto the glory j 

3 by us.' So it shall be unto His gloiy ti 
I this one to us, and to answer our prayer J 
' kept ' or ' established ' heart. And its J 
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fulfilment shall work out His glory, not in 
of ns, but 'iy us.' 

We find both the means and the result of tix 
keeping in the 1 1 zth Psalm : ' His heart 
fixed.' Whose heart? An angel f A saint 
glory f No I Simply the heart of the man 
that fearcth the Lord, and delighteth greatly 
in His commandments. Therefore yours and 
mine, as God would have them be; just the 
normal idea of a God-fearing heart, nothing ex- 
tremely and hopelessly beyond attainment 

'Fixed.' How does that tally with the deceit- 
fufnesa and waywardness and fickleness about 
which we really talk as if we were rather proud 
of them than utterly ashamed of thi 

Does our heavenly Bridegroom expect nothing' 
more of us ? Does His mighty, all-constraining 
love intend to do no more for us than to leave 
us in this deplorable state, when He is undoubt- 
edly able to heal the desperately wicked heart- 
(compare verses 9 and 14 of Jeretniah xvii ), 
rule the wayward one with His peace, and to 
establish the fickle one with His grace? Are we 
not 'without excuse'? 

'Fixed, trusting in the Lord.* Here is the' 
means of the fixing — trust He works the trust' 
1 us by Bending the Holy Spirit to reveal 
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brist to us as absolutely, infinitely worthy 
ir trust When we 'see Jesus' by Spiiit- 
ght faith, we cannot but trust Him; we 
distrust our hearts more truly than ever before, 
but we trust our Lord entirely, because we trust 
Him cn/y. For, entrusting' our trust to Him, 
we know that He is able to keep that which we 
commit (i.i. entrust) to Him. It is His own way 
of winning and fixing our hearts for HimselC 
Is it not a beautiful oneP Thus 'his heart is 
established.' But we have not quite faith enough 
to believe that. So what is the very first doubt- 
ing, and therefore sad thought that crops up? 
'Yea, but I am afraid it will not remain fixed.' 
That is your thought. Now see what is God's 
fliought about the case. ' His heart is estab- 
lished, he shall not be afraid.' 

la not tliat enough ? What is, if such plain 
and yet divine words are noti' Well, the Gta- 
dous One bears with us, and gives line upon 
tine to His poor little children. And so He 
says, 'The peace of God, which passeth all 
iraderstanding, shall keep your hearts and minds, 
tiirough Christ Jesus.' And again, 'Thy thoughts 
shall be established.' And again, 'Thou wilt 
keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed 
on Thee, because he trusteth in Thee. ' 



And to prove to us that these promises e 
be realized in present experience, He sends down 
us through nearly 3000 years the words ef the 
man who, prayed, 'Create in me a clean heart, O 
God,' and lets us hear twice over the new song put 
by the same Holy Spirit into his mooth; 'My 
heart is fixed, O God, iny heart is fixed' (Ps. 
Ivii. 7, cviii. 1). 

The heart that is established in Christ is also 
established for Christ It becomes His royal 

I throne, no longer occupied by His Toe, no 
longer tottering and unstable. And then we 
see the beauty and preciousness of the promise, 
'He shall be a Priest upon His throne.' Not 
only reigning, but atoning. Not only ruling, 
but cleansing. Thus the throne is established 
•in mercy,' but 'by righteousness.' 
I think we lose ground sometimes by parley- 
ing with the tempter. We have no business to 
parley with an usurper. The throne is no long- 
er his when we have surrendered it to our 
I^Ord Jesus. And why should we allow him to 
argue with us for one instant, as if it were stili 
an open question f Don't listen ; simply tell 
him that Jesus Christ is on die long-disputed 
throne, and no more about it, but turn at once 
to /our King and claim the glorious protection 
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^^^Ht^ sovereignly over you. It is a. splendid ^| 
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d you mil find it so. He will not ^M 


abdicate and leave you kingless and defenceless. ^| 


For verily, 


■ The Lord is our King : He will save ■ 
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Heb. iii. 12. 


Cleac, . Ps. li. 10. 


Desperately 






wicked, . 


Jer. xvii. 9. 


Good, , Lake viii. 15. 


, Weak, . . 


Eiek.xvi.30. 


Fixed, . Pa. cxii. 7, 


DeceitfQl, . 


Jer. xni. 9. 


Faithful,. Neh. ix. 8. 


Ueceived, . 


Isa. jdiv. 20. 


Undeistond- 

ine, . iKiQgsiii.9. 


Double, . 


Ps. xii. X. 


Honest, . Luke viii. 15. 
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Rom. ii. S. 


Contrite, Ps. li. 17. 
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Jer. V. 23- 


True. . Heb. x. 2i. 
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Ei=k. iii. 7. 


Soft, . . Job xxiij. 16. 
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Eiek. xi. 19. 


New,. . Ezek. xviii. 31. 
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Sound, . Ps. c^, 80, 
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Glad, . Ps. xvi. 9. 
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Isa. X. 12. 


Estflblislied,Ps. c^. 8. 


H-ughty, . 


Prov.xviii. 12. 


Tender. . Ephes. iv. 31. 


Proud, . 


Pro». xxi. 4. 


Pure, . Matt. v. 8. 


temise, . 


Prov. KU, 8. 


Perfect, . 1 Chron. xsix. 9. 


Foolish, . 


Rom. i. 21. 


Wse, ■ Prov. xL 29. 
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NOT as a mere echo from the i 
gilded shore of Tiberias, but as an e 
L new, ever sounding note of diWnest 
fc-eoine the familiar words to each of us, ' 
fctiiou Me P ' He says it who has loved i 

I everlasting love. He says it who has did 
He says it who has washed 
ftiUT sins in His own blood. He says it wllj 

I waited for our' love, waited patiently 1 
B&rough our coldness. 

And if by His grace we have said, 'Take i 
love,' which of us has not felt that part of I 
very answer has been to make us see h 
there was to take, and how little of that littl 
I tas been kept for Him? And yet w 
He knows that I The very i 
I longing to love Him more proves iL 
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FWant more than that, and so does our 

He has created us to love. We have a sealed 
treasure of love, which either remains sealed, 
jind then gradually dries up and wastes away, 
3r is unsealed and poured out, and yet is the 
ftiller and not the emptier for the outpouring. 
The more love we give, the more we have to 
g;iv& So far it is only natural. But when the 
Holy Spirit reveals the love of Christ, and sheds 
abroad the love of God in our hearts, this 
natural love is penetrated with a new principle, 
as it discovers a new Object Everj'thing that 
it beholds in that Object gives it new depth 
and new colours. As it sees the holiness, the 
beanly, and the glory, it takes the deep hues of 
conscious sinfulness, unwortliiness, and nothing- 
ness. As it sees even a glimpse of the love 
that passeth knowledge, it takes the glow of 
■Wonder and gratitude. And when it sees that 
love drawing close to its deepest need with 
blood-purchased pardon, it is intensified and 
fltirred. and there is no more time for weighing 
and measuring; we must pour it out, all there is 
of it, with our tears, at the feet that were pierced 
for love of us. 

And what then? Has the flow grown grad- 
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I ually slower and shallower f Has our L(k 
lieason to say, '^ly brethren have dealt c 
Wblly as a brook, and as a stream of brooks the^ 
Kpass away'? It is humiliating to have found' 
^^lat we could not keep on loving Him, as t 
■loved in that remembered hour when 'T 
■(time was the time of love,' We have prov 
B&at we were not able. Let this be only i 
ftwepping'Stone to proving that He is able I 
B There will have been a cause, as we shall s6 
Kff we seek it honestly. It was not that ^ 
Bteally poured out all our treasure, and so-, 

■ Oaturally came to an end. We let it be secrd 

■ diverted into other channels. We began kee 
Ktng back a little part of the price for somethi] 
Btise. We looked away from, instead of looki 
ni,way unto Jesus. We did not entrust 
■Vvith our love, and ask Him to keep it J 

1. And what has He to say to us? Ah, Hfl 
^apbraideth not Listen I 'Thus saith the Loi^ 
1 remember thee, the kindness of thy youj 
the love of thine espousals.' Can any ■ 
be more tender, more touching, to yoi 
me? Forgetting all tlie sin, all the backslidin 
all the coldness, casting all that into the iQIk 
returning depdis of the sea, He says He »i 



tnembers that hour when we first said, 'Take 
my love.' He remembers it now, at this min- 
ute. He has written it for ever on His infinite 
memoiy, where the past is as the present 

His own love is unchangeable, so it could 
never be His wish or will that we should thus 
drift away from Him. Oh, 'Come and let ua 
return unto the Lord I ' But is there any hope 
that, thus returning, our flickering love may be 
kept fixim again failing? Hear what He says: 
'And I will betroth thee unto Me for ever.' 
And again : * Thou shall abide for Me many 
days; so will I also be for thee.' Shall we 
trust His word or not? Is it worthy of our 
acceptation or not? Oh, rest on this word of 
ihe King, and let Him from diis day have th« 
keeping of your love, and He will keep it ! 

The love of Christ is not an absorbing, but a 
radiating love. The more we love Him, the 
mCH-e we shall most certainly love others. Some 
have not much natural power of lo\ing, but the 
love of Christ will strengthen it. Some have 
liad the springs of love dried up by some ter- 
rible earthquake. They will find 'fresh springs' 
in Jesus, and the gentle flow will be purer and 
deeper than the old torrent could ever be. 
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f ;Some have been satisfied that it should n)f^| 

i,bi a i^rrow channel, but He will cause it ^H 

.-overflow into many another, and widen -^13 

' course of blessing. Some have spent it all ott^ 

t their God-given dear ones. Now He is coi^S 

Elrhose right it is ; and yet in the Fullest lesai^^H 

1 of that right, He is so gracious that 9^H 

1 puts back an even larger measure of the old lO^H 

into our hand, sanctified with His own loi^B 

and energized with His blessing, and Etrengti^| 

ened with His new commandment, 'That j^^ 

love one another, as I have loved you.' fU 

In that always very interesting part, called ^1 

'Comer for Difficulties,' of that always vof^ 

interesting magazine, Woman's Work, the queffl 

tion has been discussed, 'When does love be4 

come idolatry? Is it the experience of Cljri^fl 

tians that the coming in of a new object ^fl 

affection interferes with entire consecration .^| 

God ? ' I should like to quote the many d^H 

eel lent answers in full, but must only ref^H 

my readers to the number for ^larch iS/^H 

One replies : ' It seems to me that He who ^H 

love would not give us an object for our lo^H 

unless He saw that our hearts needed expaq^| 

sion; and if the love is consecrated, and ^j^| 

friendship takes its stand in Christ, there is n^| 



need for the fear that it will become idolatry. 
Let the love on both sides be given ta God i» 
htp, and however much it may grow, the source 
from which it springs must yet be greater' 
Perhaps I may be pardoned for giving, at the 
aame writer's suggestion, a quotation from Uadei 
Ok Surface on this subject Eleanor says to 
Beatrice: — 

' 1 tremble when I [hink 
How mnch I love him; but 1 turn awiy 
From thinking of it, just to love him more; — 
Indeed, I fear, loo much.' 

■Deur Eleanor, 
Do yoa love him as much as Christ loves us ? 
Let jour lips atiswer me.' 

' Why ask me, dear J 
Our hearts are tinUe, Christ is mfinite. ' 

'Theii.HiU you reach the staniianl of that lave, 
Let neither fears nor well-meant warning voice 
Distrera you with " too much." For He halh raid 
ifne much — and who shall dare to change Hismeaiore?— 
" TMat yt should lave kS I have laved you." 
O tweet command, that goes so far beyond 
The mightiest impulse of Ibe Wnderesl heart ! 
' A bare permision had been much; but He 
i Who knows our yearnings and our feaifUlness, 
' Chow graciously to S!d ns do the thit^ 
That makes our earthly happiness, 
f A limit that we need not fear to pass, 

~ Oh, the breadth and length, 
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And dpplh ond height of love thot passelh knowledge 1 
Vet Jesu"! saiiJ, " As I have loved you." ' 

'0 Beatcice, I long to feet the sunshine 
Tkat this should bring; but there are other words 
Which fall ia chill eclipse, 'Tis written, " Keep 
Yourselves from iJols." How shall I obey? ' 

' Oh, not Iiy loving less, but loving more. 
k is not Chat wc love our precious ones 
Too much, but God too little As the lump 
A miner bears upon his shadowed brow 
Ii only dazzling in the giimy dartc, 
And has no glare against the summer sky. 
So, set the tiny torch of our best love 
In the great s-unshine of the love of God, 
And, (hough full fed and fanned, it casts no shade 
And dazzles not, o'erflowed with migbtiei- light.' 

There is no love so tleep and wide as t 
which is kept for Jesus. It flows both I 
and farther when it flows only through Hin 
Then, too, it will be a power for Him. 
always be unconsciously working for Him. 
drawing others to ourselves by it, we s 
necessarily drawing them nearer to the founla! 
of our love, never drawing thetn away from i 
It J3 the great magnet of His love which aJc^ 
can draw any heart to Him; but when our c 
are thoroughly yielded to its mighty infiueiu 
they will be so magnetized that He 
scend to use them in this way. 



tros. utn uft fok jtsas. !«; * 

Is it not wonderful to think that the Lord Je- 
sus will not only accept and -keep, but actually 
use our love ? 

'Of Thine own have we given Thee,' for 'wo 
■love Him because He first loved us.' 

Set apart to love Him, 

And Ills love to know; 
Nnt to waste alTcction 
On a passing show; 
lo give Him life and heart, 
Called to poor the hidden IreaEuie, 
That none otber claims la measure, 
is belovM hand I thrice bless&d ' xt apait ' I 
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CHAPTER XII. 

©ur SclbfS Itept for Scsus. 

Eotr, taly, ali/tr Tka' 

7*0R Thee t ' That is the banning aoi 
the end of the whole matter of fxSt* 
ration, 

s a prelude to its 'endless song,'- 

t prelude whose theme is woven into every fcJ-;' 

g harmony in the new anthem of cons&i 

: life: 'The Son of God, who loved mo, 

i gave Himselfy^r mt.' Out of the i 

■ me,' grows the practical 'for Theel' ] 

i former is a living root, the latter will be % 

g fruit 

'For Tkett' This makes the difference bfc 
. forced or formal, and therefore unre** ' 
lie service, and the ' reasonable aervioe- 
which is the beginning of the perfect s 
where they see His face. This makes the dji 
i^ence between slave work and free 
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For Thee, my Redeemer; for Thee who hast 1 
spoken to my heart; for Thee, who hast dor 
for me— zfAa// Let us each pause,, and fill | 
up that blank with the great things the Lord ■ 
hath done for us. For Thee, who art to me — ] 
jiAalf' Fill that up too, before Him I For \ 
Thee, my Saviour Jesus, my Lord and my j 
Godl 

And what is to be for Him ? My self We 1 
talk sometimes as if, whatever else could be j 
subdued unto Him, self could never be. Did I 
SL Paul forget to mention this important ex- ] 
'ception to the 'all things' in Phil. iii. i 
David said ; ' Bless the Lord, O my soul, t 
all Ihat is within vie, bless His Holy Name.' 
Did he, too, unaccountably forget to mentio 
that be only meant all thai was within hin 
txapt self? If not, then self must be among 
the 'all things' which the Lord Jesus Christ is 
able to subdue unto Himself, and which are to 
'bless His Hoiy Name.' It is Self which, i 
His most treacherous foe, is now, by full and 
glad surrender. His own soldier — coming over 
from the rebel camp into the royal armj'. It is 
not some one else, some temporarily possessing 
jpirit, which says within us, ' Lord, Thou know- 

tlhat I love Thee,' but our true and very self^ < 




Illy changed and renewed by the power of tl 
f Ghost And when we do 
not, we know that ' it is no more / that do S 
but sin that dwelleth in me.' Our true s 
the new self, taken and won by the love of G 

I Snd kept by the power of God. 

t Yes, 'ktpl!' There is the promise on wl 
we ground our prayer ; or, rati 
promises. For, search and look for your c 
strengthening and comfort, and you will fin 
repeated in every part of the Bible, from ' I 
with thee, and will keep thee,' in Genesis, fc 

r Also will keep thee from the hour of temptaticq 

I in Revelation. 

And kept for Him I Why* should it 

I'tiiought a thing incredible wiih you, when i 

Vonly the fulfilling of His own eternal purp 

'i creating us? 'This people have I fbni 

r Mysdf.' Not ultimately only, but presi 

continually; for He says, 'Thou : 

,.abide_^r Mt;' and, 'He that reraaineth, 
he shall h^ /or our God.' Are you one of I 
people by feith in Jesus Christ? Then 
what you are to Him. You, personally ! 
individually, are part of the Lord's 
(Deut xxxii. 9) and of His inher 
kings viil 33, and £ph. i. 18). His j 



■nd inheritance would not be complete without 
you; you are His peculiar treasure (Ex. xix. 
5); 'a special people' (how warm, and loving, 
and natural that espression is !} ' unio Himself 
(Deut vii. 6). Would you call it 'keeping," ' 
you had a 'special' treasure, a darling little 
child, for instance, and let it ran wild into all 
sorts of dangers all day long, somelimes at your 
ade, and sometimes out in the street, with only 
the intention of fetching it safe home at night P 
If ye then, being evil, would know better, and 
do better, than that, how much more shall our 
lord's keeping be true, and lender, and con- 
tinual, and effectual, when He declares us to 
be His peculiar treasure, ptrchased (See i Pet. 
maipn) for Himself at such unknown 

ftBl! 

He will keep what thus He sought; 
Safely guard the dearly bought ; 
Cherish that which He did choose. 
Always love and never lose. 

tknow what some of us are thinking. 'Yes ; 
' it all plainly enough in theory, but in 
aice I find I am not kept Self goes over 
fflie other camp again and again. 
TIbr Jesus, though I have asked and wished 
[ to be sa' Dear friends, the '1 



be sealed with 'oiJy.' Are you williDg to 
'^oitly' for Jesus? You have not given 'all^ 
to Jesus while you are not quite ready to 1 
'only for Him. And it is no use to talk abou 
'wer' while we have not settled the 'on 
and the 'all.' You cannot be 'for Him,' 
the fuU and blessed sense, while you are parti; 
' for ' anjthing or any one else. For ' the Lou 
hath sd apart him that is godly for Hin 
You see, the 'for Himself hinges upon thi 
'set apart' There is no consecration nithoa 
separatioa If you are mourning over waul C 
realized consecration, will you look humbly an 
sincerely into this point? 'A garden mdost 
is my sister, my SJiouse,' saith the Heaven^ 
firid^oom. 

Set apart for Jesus I 
_ , Is not this enouglv 

Though Ihe desert prospect 
Open wild and rough t 
Sel apart for His delight, 

Chosen for His holy pleasure, 
Sealed to be His special treasurel 
Could we choose a nobler joy? — and would K 

if we might ? * 
t yielding, by His grace, to this bles 
apart for Himself, 'The Lord shai 
* Loyal Risf Inset, p. II. 




eslaiiisk thee an holy people unlo Jlimsel^ 33 
He hath sworn unto thee.' Can there be a 
Stronger promise? Just obey and trust His 
word ntju), and yield yourselves mno unto God, 
'that He may establish thee lo-day for a people 
unto Himse!£' Commit the keeping of your 
souls to Him in well-doing, as unto a &ithful 
Creator, being persuaded that He is able to 
jtKKp that which you commit to Him. 
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Now, Lord, I give myself to Thoe, 
I would be wholly Thine, 

As Thou hast given Thyself to me, 
And Thou art wholly mine; 

O take me, seal me for Thine own, 

Thine altogether. Thine alone. 

once more that i 



measurably 



important subject of our influence. For it is not 
vbat we say or do, so much as what we art, 
that influences others. We have heard this, aiid 
■very likely repeated it again and again, but have 
we seen it to be inevitably linked with the great 
Question of this chapter? I do not know any- 
^ng whicli, thoughtfully considered, makes us 
realize more vividly the need and the importance 
of our whole selves being kept for Jesus. Any 
part not wholly committed, and not wholly kept, 
must hinder and neutralize the real influence for 
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Him of all the rest If we ourselves aie kept ail 
for Jesus, then our inHuence will be all Icept fot 
Him too. If not, then, however much we may 
wish and talk and try, we cannot throw our thll 
weight into the right scale. And just in so &r as 
it is not in the one scale, it must be in the other; 
weighing against the iittle which we have tried to 
put in the right one, and making the short weight 
sdll shorter. 

So large a proportion of it is entirely involun- 
tary, while yet the responsibili^' of it is so enoir- 
mous, that our helplessness comes out in excep- 
tionally strong relief, while our past debt in this 
matter is simply incalculable. Are we feeling 
this a little? getting just a glimpse, down the 
misty defiles of memory, of the neutral influ- 
ence, the wasted infiuence, the mistaken iit- 
fluence, the actually wrong influence which 
has marked the ineffaceable although untiai:e- 
able course? And all the while we owed Him 
all that influence 1 It ougi/ to have been all foi 
Him I We have nothing to say. But what has 
our Lord to say ? ' I forgave thee all fhai debt ! ' 

Then, after that forgiveness which must com? 
first, there comes a thought of great comfort in 
our freshly felt helplessness, rising out of the veij- 
thing that makes us realize this helplessness, Just > 



Because our influence is to such a great extent 
involuntary and unconscious, we may rest as- 
sored that if we ourselves are truly kept for 
Jesus, this will be, as a quite natural result, 
kept for Him also, It cannot be otherwise, for 
as is the fountain, so will be the flow; as the 
spring, so the action; as the impulse, so the com- 
municated motion. Thus there may be, and in 
«mplc trust there will be, a quiet rest about it, 
a relief from all sense of strain and effort, a ful- 
filling of the words, ' For he that is entered into 
his rest, he also hath ceased from his own works, 
as God did from His.' It will not be a matter 
of tiyifig to have good influence, but just of 
kmimg \i, as naturally and constantly as the mag- 
netized bar. 

Another encouraging thought should follow. 
Of ourselves we may have but little weight, no 
particular talents or position or anything else to 
put into the scale; but let us remember that 
again and again God has shown that the influ- 
ence of a very average life, when once really 
conaecrated to Him, may outweigh that of al- 
most any number of merely professing Christians. 
Such lives are like Gideon's three hundred, car- 
lying not even the ordinary weapons of war, but 
ir trumpets and lamps and empty pitchersr bjr 
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whom ihe Lord wrought great dehverance, wh^H 
use the others at all. For He ha^M 
chosen the weak things of the world to confbu^^| 
the things which are mighty^. ^j^t 

mid not all this be additional motive |^| 
desiring that our wAoU selves should be ti^^^H 
and kept? ^H 

I know that whatsoever God doeth, it shtt^| 

be for ever. Therefore we may rejoicingly S^H 

;11 as 'only' and 'all for Th«^| 

For tlie Lord is our Keeper, and He is ^H 

Almight}' and the Everlasting God, with who^H 

is no variableness, neither shadow of tumiiigH 

iT change His mind about keeping 

Kus, and no man is able to pluck us out of His J 

Neither will Christ let us pluck ourselves I 

f- out of His hand, for He says, ' Thou jAa// abide J 

I for Me many days.' And He that keepeth usi 

will not slumber. Once having undertaken Hi« 

vineyard, He will keep it night and day, till alfl 

the days and nights are over, and we know thfl 

full meaning of the salvation ready to be leveale^f 

in the last time, unto which we are kept by H^| 

power. ^M 

And then, for ever for Him I passing from ^H 

{ keeping by faith for this little while^^| 



glorious keeping in His presence for aU eler- 
yl For ever fulfilling the object for which He 
formed us and chose us, we showing forth His 
praise, and He sho\¥ing, the exceeding riches of 
His grace in His kindness towards us in the ages 
to come I ITii for us, and wc Jor Him /or evert 
Oh, how little we can grasp this 1 Yet tliis is the 
^ frni tJon of being ' kept for Jesus ! ' 

Sef apart far ever 

For Himself aloncl 
Now we Ece our calling 
Gloriously shown. 
Owoingt with no secret dread, 
This our holy separation, 
Now (he crown of consecration • 
te Lord our God shall rest upon our willing head. 
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CffAPTER xm. 

filljrist for us. 

•& wiUIabo ht/nr TJitt'—Hos. iu. 3. 

"'HE ^ical promise, 'Thou shah abide fot 
Me many days,' is indeed a marvel of' 
love. For it is given to the most undeserving,, 
described under the strongest possible figure of 
utter wortlilessness and treacherousness, — the 
woman beloved, yet an adulteress. 

The depth of the abyss shows the length of 
the line tiiat has fathomed it, yet only the lengths 
of the line reveals .the real depth of the abyai' 
The sin shows the love, and the love reveals 
the sin. The Bible has few words more touch- 
ing, though seldom quoted, than those just 
preceding this wonderful promise: 'The love 
of the Lord toward the children of Israel, who 
look to other gods, and love flagons of wino.'. 
Put that into the personal application whidi no' 
doubt underlies it, and say, 'The love of tilt 
Lord toward »w, who have looked away &oie 
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irith wandering, faithless eyes, to other 
S^ and hopes, and have loved earthly joys 
and sought earthly gratifications, — the love of the 
Lord toward even me I ' And then hear Hi 
saying in the nest verse, ' So I bought her 
Me ; ' stooping to do i/iai in His unspeakable 
condescension of love, not with ■ the typical sil- 
-ver and barley, but with the precious blood of 
Christ Then, having thus loved us, and res- 
cued us, ahd bought us with a price indeed, 
He says, stil! under the same figure, 'Thou 
sbah abide Tor Me many days.' 

This is both a command and a pledge, Bui 
the very pleiige implies our past unfaithfulness, 
and the proved need of even our own part 
being undertaken by the ever patient Lord, 
He Hirnsclf has to guarantee our faithfulness, 
because there is no other hope of our continuing 
fiiithfiil. Wei! may such love win our full and 
glad surrender, and such a promise wiq our 
lappy and confident trust ! 

But He says more. He says, 'So will I alsc 
be for thee I ' And this seems an even greatei 
marvel of love, as we observe how He meets 
every detail of our consecration with this won- 
derful word.* 
I *jjjle itmaimkr of Uiii ctu^iter is phntcd in t littll 
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1. His Life 'for thee I' 'The Good S 
giveth His life for the sheep.' Oh, wonderf\ 
gift I not promised, but given; not to ftien 
but to enemies. Given without condition, w 
out reserve, without reliim. Himself unknot 
and unloved. His gift unsought and unnskt 
He gave His life for thee ; a more than r<j 
bounty — the greatest gift that Deity could i 
vise. Oh, grandeur of love ! 'I lay down I 
life for the sheep I ' And we for' whom ] 
gave it have held back, and hesitated to g 
our lives, not even for Him (He has not ash 
us to do that), but lo Him 1 But that is pa 
and He has tenderly pardoned the unlovin 
ungrateful reserve, and has graciously accept 
the poor little fleeting breath and speck of d 
which was all we had to offer. And now J 
precious death and His glorious life are i 
'for thee.' 

2. His Elernify 'for thee,' All we can i 
Him to take are days and moments — the Hi 



span given i 
the present i 
for the past, 
penny book, 



; given, and of this oi 
1 deed and the future in will, 
in so far as we did not give it 
o&o /w nui, by F. R. 



jublisbed by Caswelt, Birmingliun, and by Nisixt Sl 
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, it is too late ; we can never give it now I 
mt His past was given to us, though ours was 
not given to Him. Oh, what a tremendous 
debt does this show us ! 

Away back in the dim depths of past eternity, 
*or ever the earth and the world were made,' 
His divine existence in the bosom of His Father 
WB3 all 'for thee,' purposing and planning 'for 
thee,' receiving and holding ihe promise of eter- 
nal life 'for thee,' 

Then the thirQ'-three years among sinners on 
this sinful earth : do we think enough of the 
ilowly-wearing days and nighls, the heavy-footed 
boons, the never-hastening minutes, that went 
to make op those thirty- three years of trial 
and humiliation? We all know how slowly 
time passes when suffering and sorrow are near, 
and tliere is no reason to suppose that our 
Master was esempled from this part of our 
infirmities. 

' Then His present is 'for thee.' Even now 
He ' liveth to make intercession ; ' even now He 
'thinketh upon me;' even now He 'knowcth,' 
He 'careth,' He 'loveth.' 

Then, only to think that His whole eternity 

will be ' for thee 1 ' Millions of ages of unfold- 

I iitga of all His love, and of ever new declaring* 



of His Father's name to His brethren. Think 
of it I and can we ever hesitate to give aU > 
poor little houis to His service? 

3, His Hands 'for thee.' Literal hands; 
erally pierced, when the whole weight of Hi( 
quivering frame hung from their torn musclflj 
and bared nerves ; literally uplifted in parting 
blessing. Consecrated, priesdy hands ; ' filled 
hands (Ex, sxviii. 41, xxix. 9, etc., margin)- 
fiUed once with His great offering, and 
with gifts and blessings ' for thee.' 
hands, touching and healing, lifting and lea 
with gentlest care. Strong hands, upholding ao^ 
defending. Open hands, filling with good ^A 
satisfying desire {Ps. civ. z8, and cxlv. 16) 
Faithful hands, restraining and sustaining, 
left hand is under my head, and His right hafii 
doth embrace me.' 

4. His Fid ' for thee.* They were weary vei 
often, they were wounded and bleeding oncoc 
They made clear footprints as He went abool 
doing good, and as He went up to Jerusalf 
suffer; and these 'blessed steps of His 
holy life,' both as substitution and exampl*^ 
were 'for thee.' Our place of waiting and li 
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ing, of resting and loving, is at His feet. And 
still those 'blessed feet' are and shall be ' ' 
thee,' until He comes again to receive us unto 
Himself, until and when the word is fiilfilled, 
'They shall walk with Me in white.' 

5, ffir Voice 'for thee.' The 'Voice of my 
beloved that knocketh, saying. Open to me, my 
«ster, my love;' the Voice that His sheep 'hear' 
aJid 'know,' and that calls out the fervent re- 
sponse, ' Master, say on 1 ' This is not aU, 
was the literal voice of the Lord Jesus which 
uttered that one echoless cry of desolation 
Ae Cross 'for thee," and it will be His own 
literal voice which will say, 'Come, ye blessed !' 
to thee. And that same tender and 'glorious 
Voice' has literally sung and will sing 'for thee.' 
I think He consecrated song for us, and made it 
a sweet and sacred thing for ever, when He 
Himself 'sang an hymn,' the very last thing be- 
fore He went forth to consecrate suffering for 
ns. That was not His last song. 'The Lord 
thy God . , . will joy over thee with singing.' 
And the time is coming when He will not only 
sing 'for thee' or 'over thee,' but with thee. 
He says He will ! ' In tlie midst of the church 
Mil I sing praise unto Thee.' Now what a mag- 



r_iiificent glimpse of joy this is ! 'Jesus HimscU 
iding the praises of His brethren,'* and Wfc 
putselves singing not merely in such a choni^ 
mt with such a leader 1 If 'singing for Jesua 
inch delight here, what will this 'singing « 

■ Jesus ' be f Surely song may well be a holy things 
» us henceforth. 

6. ffi! Lipi ' for thee. ' " Perhaps there is i 
part of our consecradon which it is so diffia 
practically to realize, and in which it is, thei 
fore, so needful to recollect — 'I also for the 
It is often helpful to read straight through oi 
or more of the Gospels wiUi a special thoug 
on our mind, and see how much bears upon" 
When we read one through with this thoug! 
— ' His lips for me ! ' — wondering, verse by vew 
at the grace which was poured into them, ai 
the gracious words which fell from them, won^ 
dering more and more at the cumulative force 
and infinite wealth of tenderness and power and 
wisdom and lo\'e flowing from them, we cann 
but desire that our lips and all the fruit of the 
should be wholly for Him. 'For thee' th 
were opened in blessing; 'for ibee' they wi 

' See A. Newloa on the Epistle to the Hebrews, cJl 



^Kfed when He was led as a lamb to tlie slaugh- 
Tw. And whether teaching, warning, counsel, 
comfort, or encouragement, commandments in 
whose keeping there is a great reward, or prom- 
ises which exceed all we ask or think — all the 
precious fruit of His lips is ' for thee,' really and 
traly mean/ 'for thee.' 

7. ffu Wmlik 'for thee.' 'Though He waa 
rich, yet for our sakes He beame poor, that 
ye through His poverty might be made rich.' 
Yes, 'through His poverty' the unsearchable 
iiches of Christ are ' for thee.' Seven-fold richea 
are mentioned; and these are no unminted treas- 
ure or sealed reserve, but all ready coined for 
our use, and stamped with His own image and 
ouperecription, and poured freely into the huid 
of &.ith. The mere list is wonderful, 'Riches 
of goodness,' 'riches of forbearance and long- 
■uffering,' 'riches both of wisdom and knowl- 
edge,' 'riches of mercy,' 'exceeding riches of 
grace,' and 'riches of glory.' And His own 
Word says, 'All are yours I ' Glance on in 
feith, and think of eternity flowing on and on 
bqrond the mightiest sweep of imagination, and 
realize that all 'His riches in glory' and 'the 
tiches of His glory' are and shall be 'for theel' 



In view of this, shall we care to reserve anythii 
that rust doth corrupt for ourselves? 

8, His 'Irtasures of wisdom and krunoUdge', 
'for thee.' First, used for our behalf and bene-" 
fit Why did He expend such immeasuiabKi' 
might of mind upon a world which is to bir: 
burnt up, but that He would fit it perfectly tD 
be, not the home, but the school of His diil- 
dren ? The infinity of His skill is such thai tlta 
most powerful intellects find a lifetime too s 
to penetrate a little way into a few secrets of Bona 
one small department of His working. If 
turn to Providence, it is quite enough to t 
only one's own life, and look at it microscop 
cally and telescopically, and marvel at 
ores of wisdom lavished upon its details, orda 
ing and shaping and fitting the tiny conf 
bits into the true mosaic which He means it \ 
be. Many a little thing in our lives reveals ti 
same Mind which, according to a well-know 
and very beautiful illustration, adjusted a perfe 
proportion in the delicate hinges of the snowdro 
and the droop of its bell, with the mass of ti 
globe and the force of gravitation. How kin 
we think it if a very talented friend spends a littls 
of Ms thought and power of mind in teaching tut 
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_ planning for us ! Have we been graterul for 
the infinite thought and wisdom which our Lord 
has expeniled upon us and our creation, preservaf 
tion, and redemption? 

Secondly, to be shared with us. He says, 'All 
flat I have is thine.' He holds nothing back, re- 
serves notliing from His dear children, and what 
ire cannot receive now He is keeping for us. He 
gives us ' hidden riches of secret places ' now, but 
by and by He will give us more, and the glorified 
intellect will be filled continually out of His treaa- 
ures of wisdom and knowledge. But the sancti- 
fied intellect will be, must be, used for Him, and 
.only for Him, now 1 

9. ffis Will 'for Ihee.' Think first of the 
iifiniie might of that will; the first great law 
and the first great force of the universe, from 
which alone every other law and every other 
force has sprung, and to which all are sub- 
ordinate. ' He worketh all things after the coun- 
k1 of His own wilL' 'He doeth according to 
His will in the army of heaven, and among 
the inhabitants of the earth,' Then think of 
the infinile mystertM of that will. For ages and 
SPerations the hosts of heaven have wonder- 
r watched its vouchsafed imveilings and iti 
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tublime developments, and still ibey are waidi 
watching, and wondering. 

Creation and Providence are but the whisp«"1 
of its power, but Redemption is its music, ani^lj 
praise is the echo which shall yet fill His templ^ 
The whisper and the music, yes, and 'the thifl 
der of His power,' are all ' for thee.' 
tr 'the good pleasure of His will'? (Eph. I ; 
Oh, what a grand list of blessings purp 
provided, purchased, and possessed, all flowi 
to us out of it 1 And nothing but bIessingbB| 
nothing but privileges, which we never shoul 
have imagined, and which, even when [ 
we are 'slow of heart to believe;' nothing b 
what should even now fill us 'with joy u 
able and full of glory I ' 

Think of this will as always and altoge 
on our side — always working for us, and in 
and with us, if we will only let it ; think of* 
as alwaj-s and only synonymous with infinity 
wise and almighty love ; think of it a 
taking all for us, from the great work of C 
eternal salvation down to the momentary det 
of guidance and supply, and do i 
utter shame and self-abhorrence at ever havilj 
hesitated for an instant to give up our tiid 
feeble^ blind will, to be — not crushed, not e 
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bent, but hlent with His glorious and perfect 
WiU? 



la Hit Hear! 'for thea' 'Behold ... He 
IS mighty ... in heart,' said Job (Job xkxvl 5, 
margin). And this mighty and tender heart 
is ' for thee I ' If He had only stretched forth 
Hia hand to save us from bare destruction, and 
aid, ' My hand for thee I ' how could we have 
praised Him enough? But what shall we say 
of the unspeakably marvellous condescension 
which says, 'Thou hast ravished (margin, taien 
away) my heart, my sister, my spouse ! ' The 
very founnin of His divine life, and light, 
and !ove, the very centre of His being, is given 
to His beloved ones, who are not only 'set as 
a seal upon His heart,' but taken into His 
heart, so that our life is hid there, and we dwell 
diere in the very centre of all safety, and power, 
and love, and glory. What will be the revela- 
tion of 'that day,' when the Lord Jesus prom* 
ises, 'Ye shall know that I am in My Father, 
and yt in Me'/* For He implies that we do 
not yet know it, and that our present knowledge 
of this dwelling in Him is not knowledge at 
all compared with what He is going to show U 
■bout iL 



Now shall we, ca 
oar hearts from Hin 



. wc, reserve any comer o 



II. His Lime 'for thee.' Not a passive, 

«ble love, but outflowing, yes, oulpouriig \ 
the real, glowing, personal love of His migh 
aad tender hearL Love not as an attribul 
a quality, a latent force, but an acting, mo 
ing, reaching, touching, and grasping i 
Love, not a cold, beautiful, far-off star, but I 
sunshine that comes and enfolds us, mak 
us warm and glad, and strong and bright s 
fruitful. 

Hu love ! What manner of love is it ? Wha 
should be quoted to prove or describe it? 
the whole Bible with its mysteries and i 
of redemption, then the whole book of Pro" 
dence and the whole volume of creation. Th 
add to these the unkno\vn records of etem 
past and the unknown glories of eternity 1 
come, and then let the immeasurable qoot 
tion t)e sung by 'angels and archangels, an 
all the company of heaven,' with all the haipB 
of God, and still that love will be untold, sdl 
it will be 'the love of Christ that 
knowledge. ' 

.But it is ' for thee I ' 
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11. Bimstlf 'for thee.' 'Christ also hath 
loved us, and given Himself for us.' 'The 
Son of God . . . loved me. and gave Himself 
for me.' Yes, Hiraselfl What is the Bride's 
trne and central treasure? What calls forth 
the deepest, brightest, sweetest thrill of love 
aad praise ? Not the Bridegroom's priceless 
gifls, not the robe of His resplendent right- 
eousness, not the dowry of unsearchable riches, 
not the magnificence of the palace home to 
which He is bringing her, not the glory which 
she shall share with Him, but Himself I Je- 
sus Christ, 'who His own self bare our sins 
in His own body on the tree;' 'this same 
Jesus,' 'whom having not seen, ye !ove;' the 
Son of God, and the Man of Sorrows ; my Sa- 
viour, my Friend, my Master, my King, ray 
Priest, my Lord and my God — Hs says, '/ 
also for theel' What an '/'/ What power 
and sweetness we feel in it, so different from 
an)« human '/,' for all His Godhead and all 
His manhood are concentrated in it, and all 
' for thee I ' 

And not only 'all,' but 'eoer' for thee. His 
unchangeableness is the sea! upon every attri- 
bute; He wili be 'this same Jesus' for ever. 
pHow can mortal mind estimate this enormoui 
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promise? How can mortal heart conceive v 
U enfolded in these words, 'I also for thee'? 

One glimpse of its fulness and glory, and ij 
feel that henceforth it must be, shall be, and ^ 
His grace wi// be our true-hearted, whole-hea 
Cf7— 
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> avoid fine, this book should be returned o 
or before the date last stamped below 
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